APPLICATION 10/00228/OUT “WORCESTER WEST URBAN EXTENSION”

LAND AT (OS 8202 5595 WEST OF WORCESTER),MARTLEY ROAD,
LOWER BROADHEATH,WORCESTERSHIRE,
Development Description 

Outline planning application for the construction of up to 3950 dwellings (Use Class C3), 14 hectares of employment land (Use Class B1/B2), community infrastructure, retail, education and leisure uses (Use Classes A1-A5, C2, D1, D2).  Laying out of green infrastructure, amenity open space, structural landscaping, areas of equipped play, sports pitches and associated infrastructure.  Means of access on to Bromyard Road (A44), Martley Road (B4204) and Oldbury Road. Matters of Appearance, Landscaping, Layout and Scale reserved for subsequent approval.
This statement is intended to provide a brief note on the current situation regarding the submitted planning application for the urban extension site know as ‘Worcester West’.

The Planning Application 

A planning application has been submitted by JS Bloor (Tewkesbury) Ltd for land adjacent to the west side of Worcester for the development as described above (i.e. up to 3950 dwellings, 14 hectares employment land etc). 

The designated application case officer is Vicky Bilton.

The planning application details are available to inspect by searching on  planning application reference 10/00228/OUT in the Development Control Section of the Environment and Planning - Planning Services page of the Council’s website.

Copies of the planning application and supporting information are also available to view at the Malvern Hills District Council Customer Service Centre at the Library, Graham Road, Malvern and at the Worcester City Council Customer Service Centre, Orchard House, Farrier Street, Worcester. 

Full sets of the planning application details are also to be forwarded to the Hallow, Rushwick and Lower Broadheath Parish Councils.

 The Consultation Process – Story so far…

The planning application was registered as valid on 23rd March 2010 and is currently subject to the first phase consultation and publicity procedure. This includes formal consultation with key stakeholders and publicity in the form of site notices, press notices and ‘neighbour letters’.

It is anticipated that the process of consultation with key stakeholders will completed by 21st April 2010, with an invitation for the stakeholders to submit initial comments to MHDC by 19th May 2010.

Press Notices 

It is anticipated that press notices will be posted in the Malvern Gazette, Berrows Journal and the Worcester News on Friday 23rd April 2010.

Neighbour Letters

Letters inviting comments on the submitted planning application are to be sent to properties within the vicinity of the site, both within the District of Malvern Hills and the City of Worcester. 

A plan of the neighbour consultation ‘zone’ is posted on the dedicated Worcester West bulletin board, in order that interested parties can clearly see where the ‘line’ has been drawn for letters to be sent out to individual properties. 

The ‘line’ identifying the neighbour consultation ‘zone’ has been drawn on the basis of a pragmatic approach, in order to capture specific property addresses within the vicinity of the site and those situated along key roads/streets leading to and from the application site. 
Any occupier of a property within the neighbour consultation ‘zone’ who does not receive a letter of notification of the planning application is asked to contact Malvern Hills District Council, in order that their specific address can be registered on the neighbour consultation list.
It is important to note that letters of notification are sent to the owners/occupiers of individual properties, rather that the owners of properties who do not reside at that specific address but at a separate address. This is because the Council does not hold such specific records. 

Any interested party, including property owners who do not occupy a specific address in the ’consultation zone’,  may still submit comments to the Council for consideration and are advised to contact the Council in order to register their interest.
Posted Site Notices

The ‘consultation zone map’ posted on the Worcester West bulletin board includes the positions for the posting of site notices giving notice of the planning application.

The positions of the posted site notices have been carefully considered to capture key nodal points in order to maximise their visibility to passers by.

Indicative Timeframe

It is anticipated that process of sending out ‘neighbour’ letters, posting site notices and press notices will be completed by 23rd April 2010; with a deadline for the submission of comments by 21st May 2010 (this provides an extended 28 day deadline for the submission of comments rather than the normal 21 ‘statutory’ days).

Future Submission of Amended / Additional Information by the Applicant

In the event that additional/amended information is submitted to the Council by the Applicant, it is the Council’s intention to carry out further consultation with the local community where appropriate.
Commenting of the Planning Application

All comments on the submitted planning application must be received in writing, by the prescribed dates, either on line or by post to the Development Control Manager, Malvern Hills District Council, the Council House, Avenue Road, Malvern, WR14 3AF. 
Note prepared by Vicky Bilton, 15th April 2010.

