I wish you all a very happy, healthy and prosperous 2011. 
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New Administration
The  May elections saw, 23 Conservatives/Independents, 14 Liberal Democrat/Independent/Green and 1 Independent elected as district councilors. Councillor Phil Grove (Conservative, Tenbury) was  re-elected as Leader with Councillor David Hughes (Conservative, Alfrick & Leigh) elected as Deputy Leader.  
Joining Phil Grove and David Hughes in the new Executive Team will be past Council Executive members Bronwen Behan and Barbara Williams, who retain responsibility for Environmental Control and Economic Development, respectively. Paul Cumming will take on Finance and Resources, and new Councillor Paul Swinburn takes over the Portfolio for Customer Services, HR and Performance.  For the first time in the Council’s history, four additional positions within the Executive Committee have been created for the Lib Dem/Independent/Green coalition opposition represented by councillors Steve Brown, Rogers Cousins, Val Myatt and Roger Sutton.

Councillor Mike Soley (Conservative, Link) is our new Chairman.  Before formally handing over the chains to the new Chairman, Councillor Mike Morgan took the opportunity to present a cheque to the two charities he supported during his time in the role and which are particularly close to his heart. Malvern Sea Cadets received £1,100 and Great Malvern Relief in Need received £500.
Please visit our website to find out the detailed responsibilities for each Portfolio Holder and a full list of councillors. 
Councillor Reg Farmer
In May, former MHDC Chairman, Councillor Reginald Farmer was appointed the first ‘Honorary Alderman’ in recognition of his service with the council.  Mr. Farmer served on the council for fourteen years from 1997 until this year and prior to that was a member of Leominster District Council.  His political career spans five decades with his involvement in local government starting  in 1961 when he became a member of Lindridge Parish Council and he has worked tirelessly and with deep commitment to his local community and the district as a whole ever since. The title of Honorary Alderman brings with it certain privileges including taking part in civic events and being invited to council events.
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New Tourism Website 
As a key part of its support for tourism Malvern Hills District Council has launched its new tourism website. The site has been redeveloped in partnership with local web developers, Hughes Media Internet Ltd, and provides a one stop location for  information on the whole of the Malvern Hills District area at www.visitthemalverns.org   
Annual Report 2011
We have just published our Annual Report 2011 which is now on our website. We would welcome any feedback on content and design so please do send us your comments
Engaging in district health matters

Senior managers and councillors at MHDC recently met with Sarah Dugan, the new Chief Executive of the Worcestershire Health and Care NHS Trust. The Trust will be responsible for the delivery of the community and mental health services in the county, under the governments’ proposals to change the way the NHS operates. The meeting presented the opportunity to hear all about Sarah’s plans for the Trust and of the changes proposed for the NHS in Worcestershire – leading on to:

Have your say on health matters – major ‘Question Time’ style event in September

A major Health ‘Question Time’ styled event is being planned for September when residents will be encouraged to join a debate about local and national developments within the health sector.

Organised by Malvern Hills District Council, Your Health, Your Care, Your Say is a public event to be held on the evening of 16th September at Malvern Theatres between 7pm – 8.30 pm. A panel of experts will be on hand to answer questions and promote discussion about health issues and policy decisions. The panel will comprise:

Bryan Smith (Chair) Chairman, Primary Care Trust, Worcestershire

Eamon Kelly: Chief Executive, NHS Worcestershire

Sarah Dugan: Chief Executive,  Worcestershire Health and Care Trust

Dr Richard Harling: Director of Public Health, Worcestershire

Dr Carl Ellson: Lead GP consortium, South Worcestershire 

Harriet Baldwin MP West Worcestershire

We will be asking for people to submit questions in advance either by post, email or telephone:
By post:  Your Health Question Time, The Council House, Avenue Road, Malvern WR14 3AF.

Email: healthquestiontime@malvernhills.gov.uk
Tel: 01684 862151
For more information please contact Manda Graham, Community Development Officer at MHDC: Tel: 01684 862312. Email: manda.graham@malvernhills.gov.uk
Census news 
Although it will be some time before official figures become available from the 2011 Census, we already know that the response rate in Malvern Hills was above the national average and above other councils in our local area.  A high return means that we are more likely to get our fair share of government funding through the Revenue Support Grant and that other forms of funding could also improve.
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First ever ‘Building Excellence Awards’

A special event in recognition of the quality of development across South Worcestershire took place in April.  The first ever ‘Building Excellence Awards’ were held at the Fownes Hotel in Worcester to formally acknowledge and celebrate the high levels of skills and professionalism within the local building industry.  
The Award is co-ordinated by the South Worcestershire Building Control Partnership whose members include Malvern Hills District Council, Wychavon District Council and Worcester City Council. It recognizes all of those who are involved with the construction process and who have achieved outstanding and innovative quality in their work with a particular emphasis on energy conservation and sustainability. 
The winners were:

Category 1 – Domestic Conversions and Extensions: Priestfield Construction

Category 2 – Commercial Works: Matthews Construction

Category 3 – Housing – Large Developer:Berkeley Homes (Oxford and Chiltern) Limited

Category 4 – Development Team Award:Speller Metcalfe

Category 5 – Housing – Small Developer:Mr C Roden

Category 6 – Education Building:Morgan Sindall
Welcome to our apprentices

Malvern Hills District Council has welcomed two new recruits to its ranks– Harry Dewson and Katie Evans have joined under the council’s apprenticeship scheme. Now in its second year, the scheme was initially set up to help tackle local unemployment, address a skills shortage and respond to national apprenticeships campaigns.

Run in partnership with the South Worcestershire College, which formally employs the apprentices, the scheme provides a year long opportunity to gain first hand work experience and work towards achieving an NVQ in Business and Administration. It has proven to be a successful relationship as the 2010–11 apprentices have both gone on to finds jobs following their year with the council.

Malvern’s first Food Fair a huge success

Great Malverns’ first Food Festival received a great response from the public on Saturday the 28th of May.  There were steady crowds through the day and many stallholders reported having a bumper day.  The footfall in the town was up on this time last year with 545 visits to the Tourist Information Centre - making it one of the busiest Saturdays in recent times.  

Worcestershire Welcome Awards 2011

The 2011 Worcestershire Welcome Awards took place in June and there were three big wins for Malvern Hills businesses.  The Awards evening, hosted in the prestigious Member's Area at The Three Counties Showground, was attended by business and tourism representatives from throughout the county.  Helen Wheels, presenter of Wyvern's Breakfast Show, was the compere for the evening; all businesses were nominated by a public vote and then judged independently to decide an overall winner per category.  Local winners were as follows:

Tiltridge Farm & Vineyard – Worcestershire B&B Guest Accommodation of the year.
The Elms Hotel & Spa – Worcestershire Hotel of the Year

Cob House Fishery, Wichenford – Worcestershire Visitor Attraction of the year.
The Greenhouse Café at Holloways also received a ‘Highly Commended’ in the Taste of Worcestershire Award category.
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Government review of waste policy in England  
As part of the Governments’ commitment to ensuring that we are on the path towards a ‘zero waste’ economy, DEFRA recently carried out a review of all aspects of waste policy and delivery in England. The Review’s findings were published in June 2011, alongside a series of actions for the future.  The policy review sets out a clear ambition for a zero waste economy and gives some indication of direction in how this will be achieved. It is however limited on specific proposals, indicating that in many areas further consultation will be undertaken during the life of this parliament. 
Two ticks for MHDC

This council has been awarded the ‘Two Ticks’ Symbol thanks to our proactive approach to employing disabled people. The Two Ticks symbol is awarded by Jobcentre Plus to recognise employers who have agreed to meet five commitments regarding the recruitment, employment, retention and career development of disabled people. The symbol helps to make it clear to disabled people that we welcome applications from them and are positive about their abilities. It also shows existing employees that we value their contribution and will treat them fairly should they become disabled.
Youth Services

Following a recent series of meetings, Malvern Hills District Council will be working closely with their partners to map out youth services in Malvern.  In partnership with Malvern Community Collective, South Worcestershire College and parish councils they will be working with Worcester County Council to see how best to address the long term needs of young people through providing key youth services, also known as ‘Positive Activities’.

A feasibility study will look at community provision across Malvern which includes the development of a community facility on the Malvern Vale development site. A full consultation will take place between now and the end of September and residents can register their comments on the county website at http://haveyoursay.whub.org.uk.

Protocol for Financial Investment

The Senior Management Team and leading members are investigating ways in which the Council can invest in schemes that have a payback for both the Council and the community. This will be funded out of the improved financial position of the Council and the New Homes Bonus grant that the Council has received. We hope to bring forward these proposals in the autumn.
Care and Repair Worcestershire award

Deputy Leader, David Hughes was invited to the House of Lords recently to receive two top awards for Care and Repair Worcestershire, part of the Festival Housing Group.  This invaluable service adapts homes for vulnerable and disabled people so that they can continue to live at home.  In his role as Chair of the Partnership, David was presented with two awards – the ‘best approach to commissioning’ and ‘excellence at delivering a housing options service’.  The awards were presented by Foundations – the national body for home improvement agencies
South Worcestershire Development Plan (SWDP) 
Draft proposals for the South Worcestershire Development Plan (SWDP), which will guide economic, residential and environmental change in the area until 2030, have been approved for public consultation by the three partner councils – Malvern Hills, Worcester City and Wychavon. Residents will be able to give their views when the eight-week consultation kicks off on 26 September.  The main focus of the consultation period will be a series of road shows that will be held throughout South Worcestershire.
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Planning Services – Annual Development Quality Tour 2011
Members of the two Development Control Committees and representatives from a number of parish and town councils took time out on Thursday 30th June to visit various completed developments around the district as part of the annual planning training programme.  The purpose of the tour was to allow Members to look at these developments “in the flesh”, and to assess the architectural styles and detailing. Other issues they looked at were the use of building materials and the way the development fitted into its surroundings.  Another aim of the tour was to encourage suggestions about how the overall quality of the development could be improved through the planning process. 

We apologise for the lateness of this edition of Teamtalk.  We are currently reviewing the way we communicate with residents and partners and any comments you might have about ‘News from the Hills’ would be much appreciated.  Please contact Jeanette Covington MHDC Communications Manager:  jeanette.covington@malvernhills.gov.uk.












News from the Hills – A Parish Update
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The local elections in May saw the return of the current Conservative-led


administration.  Our objectives remain our four priorities, economic prosperity, 


improvement through planning, managing waste for a better environment & improving the wellbeing of teenagers and older people. We shall also protect frontline services whilst seeking further economies in the way we deliver those services.





I am pleased that relationships between the District Council and our parish and town councils continue to improve further.  Of particular note in this respect is the strong support received for the training initiatives being promoted by Planning Services. Such developments will come into their own later in the year with the arrival of the Localism Bill.





Finally I urge all residents to get involved in the South Worcestershire Development Plan consultations which start in September.  We really do want to hear your views.


 


Phil Grove, Leader,  Malvern Hills District Council
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