OFFICER UPDATE NOTE no.2
APPLICATION 10/00228/OUT 
“WEST OF WORCESTER URBAN EXTENSION”

LAND AT (OS 8202 5595 west of WORCESTER),MARTLEY ROAD,
LOWER BROADHEATH,WORCESTERSHIRE,
Development Description 

Outline planning application for the construction of up to 3950 dwellings (Use Class C3), 14 hectares of employment land (Use Class B1/B2), community infrastructure, retail, education and leisure uses (Use Classes A1-A5, C2, D1, D2).  Laying out of green infrastructure, amenity open space, structural landscaping, areas of equipped play, sports pitches and associated infrastructure.  Means of access on to Bromyard Road (A44), Martley Road (B4204) and Oldbury Road. Matters of Appearance, Landscaping, Layout and Scale reserved for subsequent approval.
This statement provides update note no. 2 on the current situation regarding the submitted planning application for the urban extension site known as ‘west of Worcester’.
The Planning Application 

A planning application has been submitted by JS Bloor (Tewkesbury) Ltd for land adjacent to the west of Worcester for the development as described above (i.e. up to 3950 dwellings, 14 hectares employment land etc). 

The designated application case officer is Vicky Bilton.

The planning application details are available to inspect by searching on  planning application reference 10/00228/OUT in the Development Control Section of the Environment and Planning - Planning Services page of the Council’s website.

Copies of the planning application and supporting information are available to view at the Malvern Hills District Council Customer Service Centre at the Library, Graham Road, Malvern and at the Worcester City Council Customer Service Centre, Orchard House, Farrier Street, Worcester. 

Story so far…

The planning application was registered as valid on 23rd March 2010 and has been subject to the first phase consultation and publicity procedure. This included formal consultation with key stakeholders and publicity in the form of site notices, press notices and ‘neighbour letters’.

Press Notices 

Press notices were posted in the Malvern Gazette, Berrows Journal and the Worcester News on Friday 23rd April 2010.

Consultations, Neighbour Letters and Site Notices
Site notices have been posted and letters inviting comments on the submitted planning application have been sent to properties within the vicinity of the site, both within the District of Malvern Hills and the City of Worcester. 

Current Status of the Planning Application

The potential for land to the west side of Worcester to meet the growth needs of the City in the forthcoming years has been subject to consideration under the preparation of the ‘South Worcestershire Joint Core Strategy’ (SWJCS). The allocation of land in this capacity would be ‘an urban extension’ to the west side of the City.  The land under consideration is only identified in very general terms, no specific area of land has been earmarked and the option was published for consultation purposes only.
The potential allocation of land to the west side of Worcester was referred to in the ‘Panel Report’ of the West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy (WMRSS) Phase Two Revision (September 2009), where recommendation no. R3.1 stated that policy CF3 of the WMRSS should be amended to read “at least 3,500 dwellings will be within Malvern Hills adjacent to the West boundary of the City”. 
Further to the publication of this document, the Coalition Government  announced the revocation of Regional Spatial Strategies. To read more on the Coalition Government announcement regarding the revocation of RSS, please click on the following link:

http://swjcs.org/SWJCS%20Press%20Releases/Letter_from_RtHon_Eric_Pickles_MP.pdf.
In the light of this, the three South Worcestershire Authorities (Malvern Hills District Council, Wychavon District Council and Worcester City Council) have decided to fully review the SWJCS strategy, with a view to bringing forward a new plan, not driven by the WMRSS numbers and informed by local community input.

To read more on the current position of the three South Worcestershire Authorities regarding the WMRSS and SWJCS, please click on the following link.
 http://swjcs.org/SWJCS%20Press%20Releases/swjcs_update.pdf 

Malvern Hills District Council have taken the view that decisions regarding the strategic release of land for housing should be taken through the process of reviewing the Development Plan for South Worcestershire and decisions on contentious speculative applications should not be taken out of sequence so as to pre-empt this process.

Originally, it was anticipated that initial decisions regarding the content of the SWJCS for South Worcestershire would be taken in late 2010. However, whilst the three Councils have not formally revised the SWJCS timetable or fully established the additional work associated with the revocation of the WMRSS, it is now unlikely that this stage will be reached until well into 2011.  
It is the intention of the three Councils to advise the public as soon as possible, on the revised SWJCS timetable, once the position is clear and to keep under review the status of any live planning applications for development in the light of the review of the content of the former SWJCS and the absence of WM RSS housing targets.
In the meantime, Planning Officers at Malvern Hills District Council are considering the comments submitted as part of the consultation process and discussing key requirements with stakeholders and the Developer.

Details of the progress of the South Worcestershire Joint Core Strategy are available to view at www.swjcs.org
Future Submission of Amended / Additional Information by the Applicant

Upon receipt of any additional/amended information being submitted to the Council by the Applicant, it is the Council’s intention to carry out further consultation with the local community where appropriate.
Commenting of the Planning Application

Comments on the submitted planning application should be submitted in writing, either on line or by post to the Development Control Manager, Malvern Hills District Council, the Council House, Avenue Road, Malvern, WR14 3AF. 
Note prepared by Vicky Bilton, 8th September 2010.
