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Our vision: 
To build a district where people live in supportive communities; travel without reliance on owning a car; feel free from crime and the fear of crime. A place where the rural character and beauty of the area is looked after, where people can enjoy a good standard of living and health and wellbeing, have secure, well paid and fulfilling jobs and live in an affordable home that suits their needs.
The district:

The Malvern Hills District covers 577km of west Worcestershire. A predominantly rural area it is sparsely populated, consisting of many hamlets and villages. It is due to this rurality that over 32,000 (45%)  of our residents live in areas which are amongst the 10% most deprived areas nationally in terms of geographical barriers to services, such as GP surgeries, general stores, primary schools and post offices.
A generally affluent and content district, with a cohesive community living in excellent surroundings and satisfied with the local public services it receives, the area can be characterised as a good place to live and work. However, there are pockets of deprivation. The ward of Pickersleigh has a number of areas which are in the worst 10% nationally in terms of income deprivation. It is estimated that 66% of the Pickerlseigh population will most likely die before they reach 75, compared to the county as a whole. Unemployment levels are also at their highest in Pickersleigh, followed by Priory, Chase, Hallow and Baldwin and Lindridge. 

With an already elderly population, projected to increase even more over the next 20 years, there will be greater demands on health, council and community services. The district already has 25% more hip fractures amongst the elderly than the national average, with a prediction that hospital admissions due to fall or hip fracture, which currently sits at around 1630 per year, will increase to 2,500 per annum. 
Further to that, some of the things that make the district such a seemingly idyllic place to live; such as the close vicinity to the River Severn and the River Teme, whilst adding to the rural beauty of the district, means that the area is prone to flooding. Major floods occurred in 2000 and again in 2007, with a number of households and businesses displaced. The town of Tenbury was hit particularly badly due to a brook, which runs alongside the town’s high street, overflowing onto the road. With no flood defences in place, the town has remained vulnerable, with over 200 properties rated has having a real risk of flooding. 

The natural beauty of the area – the Hills themselves are classified as an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty – together the close proximity of the towns to major road networks and transport links, and the fact children and adults enjoy healthier and more active lives, has made the district a desirable place to live. Decent affordable housing is regularly rated as one of the top five things that most need improving according to our residents. This will only intensify as the population lives longer; with older people occupying properties that have outgrown their needs. 
The work of the Malvern Hills Partnership:
The Malvern Hills Partnership has recognised that there are a number of challenges that cannot be tackled by one organisation alone. Instead, in order to add real value, issues must be addressed collectively in order to be truly effective. 

We aim to:

· Reduce the impact of rurality on our local communities. The Malvern Hills Partnership will ensure residents have better access to the services they need. In understanding the issues facing those living in rural areas; particularly with regards to transport and access to health services, the Partnership can work to ensure current and future services are more accessible. This includes meeting the specific needs of older residents and helping them to engage with public services so that they receive the support they need, as well as working with people throughout their lives to maximise the length of disability free life. 

Partnership work in this area will lead to improved satisfaction and 
importantly, will reduce the deprivation rating for our rural residents.

· Tackle issues associated with inequalities, including health inequalities. The Malvern Hills Partnership will increase the ambition and aspiration of the residents living in our most deprived wards. By building confidence and establishing projects and services right from the heart of the community, the partnership will have a positive impact on the lives of residents. 

Reducing levels of inequality will, in the medium to long term, drive down the fear of crime, whilst improving health outcomes, increasing employment and encouraging more resident involvement in positive activities. In turn, this will lead to more residents feeling a real part of their local communities.
· Raise awareness of key environmental issues and to drive down our reliance on fossil fuels. The Partnership knows that an environmentally friendly district that understands the environmental and financial impacts of climate change will lead to a need to reduce carbon and greenhouse gas emissions. 


This partnership working will lead to a reduced carbon footprint for the district 
and an increased public understanding of what can be done to tackle climate 
change.

· Protect residents and businesses from the impact of flooding. By continuing to petition Central Government and in working together to source potential flood solutions to river and land drainage flooding, the partnership can collectively achieve more that one organisation alone. 


In time, this will mean a district where people can live without the fear of 
flooding.

