Public Participation at Area Planning Committees

Introduction
The Council has established a separate scheme of public participation to allow interested parties to comment at meetings which consider and determine planning applications and development control matters, including objections to Tree Preservation Orders, which are not delegated to officers.  This includes consideration at Planning Committee and Full Council where necessary.
This scheme, which is separate to the public participation scheme in place for Council meetings and some other committees, makes specific provision for applicants/supporters, objectors, and the relevant Town or Parish Council to make their views known to councillors before they determine the applications before them at a committee meeting.  
Members of the public are also entitled to attend meetings of the Committees to observe the decision-making process without registering to speak.  This scheme does not allow members of the public to participate in the debate by the committee, and they are reminded not to interrupt the proceedings of the committee and to always observe the rules of good behaviour.  Whilst councillors are elected to represent the views of their local communities, they are also required to take account of the law and planning guidance.  They are also required by law not to predetermine their views on a planning application.  This means that they are not allowed to commit themselves to a decision before hearing all the evidence or debate at the meeting and it would be inappropriate for them to be asked to express a voting intention in advance of the meeting. 
Most applications which come before councillors are determined at one of two Area Planning Committees which are split on a geographical basis, one covering the North of the District and one covering the South of the District.  However, under the Council’s Constitution certain area development management committee decisions on applications can also be referred for determination very occasionally to Council.
For the avoidance of doubt, this public participation scheme covers planning applications and development control matters, including Tree Preservation Order objections only which are determined at an Area Planning Committee, or Full Council.  The alternative public participation scheme does not apply to meetings of the Area Planning Committee, or Full Council in relation to the consideration of planning and planning related applications.
 
When and where do the Area Planning Committees meet?  

Area Planning Committee meetings take place monthly, normally on a Wednesday
evening.  Full details of dates, times and venues of the meetings are published on the Council’s website.  Details of items on the agenda of each meeting (including all written comments submitted in advance of publication of the agenda) are published on the Tuesday of the week before the meeting and are available on the website.



Who can register to speak?

· The chair or clerk, or their nominated representative, of the relevant town or parish council 
· Objectors
· Applicants/agents


How do I register to speak?
If you wish to speak as a registered objector, as the applicant/agent in support of an application, or as the relevant Town or Parish Council representative, you may register by completing the online registration form, once the agenda has been published, by completing the online form - MHDC Public Speaking at Area Planning Committee Registration Form – Fill in form, once the agenda has been published.
Registration to speak closes at 12 noon on the day before the meeting for all speakers.
Each speaking slot is a total of three minutes, even when shared by more than one speaker.  The three-minute limit will be strictly applied by the Chair.
If you have any questions about speaking at Area Planning Committee, or completing the online form, please email publicspeakingmhdc@malvernhills.gov.uk, or telephone Democratic Services on 01684 862416/862273.

Speaking as an Objector
Registration as an objector is on a first-come, first-served basis.  If another objector has already registered ahead of you, you will be notified by email.
It is possible for more than one objector to share the allotted speaking time available, however, this must be agreed between the objectors and the first registered speaker, and any shared arrangements confirmed with Democratic Services before registration closes.  Any decisions regarding the sharing of speaking time, inclusion of additional comments, or use of the full three minutes, will be made by the first registered speaker.
To facilitate this, we ask for consent to share contact details with other objectors, should more than one person register to speak on the same application.  
If the first registered speaker does not consent to their contact details being shared, they will retain the full three minutes to address the Committee.

Speaking on Behalf of a Town or Parish Council
All representatives of Town and Parish Councils must be authorised to represent the Council’s views in advance of the meeting.  If you are registering to speak on behalf of a Town or Parish Council and you are not the Chair or Clerk, the Council’s Clerk will be asked to confirm that you are authorised to represent the Council’s views.  Only registered authorised representatives may speak.
Where a planning application relates to land within more than one Town or Parish Council area, a total of three minutes will be available for Town/Parish Council representations.  The councils involved must agree how this time will be shared, including whether to nominate a single spokesperson.  
If no agreement is reached, the three minutes will be divided equally between the relevant Town/Parish Councils.

Guidance for Registered Speakers
Registered speakers are reminded that statements of fact or opinion are most effective when brief, relevant, and focused on material planning considerations.  Speakers may not use additional slides or visual aids but may refer to application plans displayed at the meeting.

Proceedings of the meeting may be recorded.  Anyone wishing to record must notify the Democratic Services Officer in advance of the meeting, who will advise on the necessary arrangements.

All members of the public must sit in the designated public seating area.  When the relevant application is reached, the following procedure will apply:

1. The Chair invites a planning officer to introduce the agenda item.
2. The Chair invites an authorised representative of the affected Town or Parish Council (if present) to speak for a maximum of three minutes total.
3. The Chair invites the registered objector(s) to speak for a maximum of three minutes total.
4. The Chair invites the applicant/agent(s) to speak for a maximum of three minutes total.
5. Any councillor who has declared an interest and will leave the room for the debate may speak for three minutes.
6. Planning Officers may add further comments.
7. The local councillor(s) may speak for up to five minutes each.
8. Committee members debate the application, ask questions of Planning Officers/consultees, then vote.

If the application is deferred, the same public speaking arrangements will apply at the subsequent meeting where the application is discussed.

Contacts:

The Democratic Services Team can help with queries about meetings and the public participation process.

Email: 	publicspeakingmhdc@malvernhills.gov.uk

Telephone:	Northern Area Planning Committee – 01684 862416
Southern Area Planning Committee – 01684 862273
