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Executive Summary 
 

The Clifton upon Teme Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) has been prepared to 

guide new development in the Parish up to 2030.  The Neighbourhood Plan has been 

examined by an independent Examiner and was supported by a majority of those voting in a 

local referendum. 

NDPs are a new way for local people to influence planning decisions as they are prepared by 

parish councils, taking into account the ideas and concerns of parish residents and 

businesses through extensive public consultation.   

The NDP is very important as it allows local people a chance to influence future decisions 

about planning by setting out the local planning policy framework.  Planning decisions are 

determined in accordance with the development plan and any other considerations and the 

NDP will be part of the development plan. 

The NDP is a statutory (legal) document and has to be in general conformity with local 

strategic planning policies set out in the Development Plan and should have regard to 

national planning policy set out in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF).  Planning 

Practice Guidance provides additional guidance on the application and implementation of 

ǘƘŜ CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΦ  The Development Plan for the NDP area consists of the South 

Worcestershire Development Plan (SWDP), the Worcestershire Waste Core Strategy and the 

saved policies of the County of Hereford and Worcester Minerals Local Plan. A new Minerals 

Local Plan is being prepared for Worcestershire and is expected to be adopted in 2018.   

The NDP has a vision and objectives and planning policies under several key themes.  The 

themes are: 

¶ Landscape, Natural Heritage and Green Infrastructure (with policies to protect local 

landscape character and support wildlife) 

¶ Built Heritage and Design (with policies to promote high quality design which 

responds positively to local character and to protect built heritage) 

¶ Housing (with policies to support small scale infill development within the 

development boundary and to guide limited new housing in some circumstances in 

the wider countryside) 

¶ Employment and Tourism (with policies supporting appropriate investment in the 

local economy, tourism and home working) 

¶ Recreation and Health (with policies protecting local facilities and community 

buildings, and identifying local green spaces) 

¶ Infrastructure and Energy (with policies supporting investment in local infrastructure 

such as communication technologies, appropriately designed signage, and 

renewable and low carbon energy schemes). 

 

The NDP also has a number of related actions identified for the Parish Council to support the 

planning policies and these are set out in Appendix 8. 
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1.0 Introduction  

What is Neighbourhood Planning? 

1.1 Neighbourhood planning enables communities to shape the development and 

growth of a local area. Neighbourhood Development Plans (NDPs) can be used to 

choose where new homes, shops and offices should be built, and to have a say on 

ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƴŜǿ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜΦ !ŘƻǇǘŜŘ όάaŀŘŜέύ b5ts become part of 

the local statutory development plan and form the basis for determining planning 

applications in that area. 

1.2 Neighbourhood Planning is a central government initiative introduced by the 

Localism Act 2011 and recognised in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 

in March 2012. The aim of the legislation is to empower local communities to use the 

planning system to promote appropriate and sustainable development in their area. 

NDPs must have regard to national policies and be in general conformity with 

strategic policies in the Local Plan ς the South Worcestershire Development Plan 

(SWDP) 2006 - 2030.  

1.3 The Neighbourhood Planning Regulations set out a number of formal steps that must 

be taken in preparing a NDP. Following an application by the Parish Council on 22nd 

April 2013, Malvern Hills District Council designated the Parish of Clifton upon Teme 

as a neighbourhood area for the purposes of developing a NDP on 24th September 

2013. The designated area is shown on Map 1. 

1.4 A Steering Group of Parish Councillors and interested local residents was set up in 

2014 to oversee the preparation the Plan on behalf of the Parish Council.  The 

Steering Group met regularly throughout the NDP process and led on local 

community consultation and engagement. 

1.5 The Draft NDP was prepared following careful consideration of the representations 

submitted during the informal consultation on the emerging draft plan in Spring 

2016.  Further information about this process, and the comments submitted are 

provided on the Parish Council website http://clifton -upon-teme-pc.org.uk and in 

the Consultation Statement. 

1.6 The Draft NDP was published for 8 weeks public consultation until 26th August 2016. 

The Parish Council considered the consultation responses, amended the NDP where 

appropriate, and submitted the revised, Submission NDP to Malvern Hills District 

Council.  The District Council undertook a further public consultation from December 

2016 to February 2017.   The NDP was examined by an independent Examiner in 

summer 2017 and the Examiner recommended that the NDP should proceed to a 

rŜŦŜǊŜƴŘǳƳ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ƳƻŘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9ȄŀƳƛƴŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘΦ   A local 

referendum was held on 5th October 2017 and from the votes recorded 92.4% of 

those who voted were in favour of the Plan.  Malvern Hills District Council decided 

on 28th November 2017 to make (adopt) the Clifton upon Teme Neighbourhood Plan 

so that it is part of the statutory Development Plan for Malvern Hills District, sitting 

http://clifton-upon-teme-pc.org.uk/
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alongside the South Worcestershire Development Plan and other material 

considerations in determining planning applications in the parish of Clifton upon 

Teme. 

1.7 The NDP provides a significant opportunity for local people to influence planning 

decisions, ŀǎ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ Ψƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜΩ όtƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 

Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 Section 38 (6)).  NDPs have to be shaped by and 

produced for the local community. The role of the Steering Group was to act as 

facilitators in enabling local residents, businesses and community groups to 

determine the focus of their NDP and devise policies to tackle local issues. 

Planning Policy Context 

1.8 The NDP must have regard to national policies and be in general conformity with 

strategic policies in the Local Plan ς the South Worcestershire Development Plan1.  

1.9 National planning policies are set out in the National Planning Policy Framework 

(NPPF)2 published in 2012.  This advises in paragraphs 6 and 7 that the purpose of 

the planning system is to contribute to the achievement of sustainable development, 

and that the planning system has to perform an economic role, a social role and an 

environmental role. Neighbourhood planning is addressed in paragraphs 183-185: 

183. Neighbourhood planning gives communities direct power to develop a shared 

vision for their neighbourhood and deliver the sustainable development they need. 

Parishes and neighbourhood forums can use neighbourhood planning to: 

 set planning policies through neighbourhood plans to determine decisions on 

planning applications; and 

 grant planning permission through Neighbourhood Development Orders and 

Community Right to Build Orders for specific development which complies with the 

order. 

184. Neighbourhood planning provides a powerful set of tools for local people to 

ensure that they get the right types of development for their community.  The 

ambition of the neighbourhood should be aligned with the strategic needs and 

priorities of the wider local area.  Neighbourhood plans must be in general 

conformity with the strategic policies of the Local Plan. To facilitate this, local 

planning authorities should set out clearly their strategic policies for the area and 

ensure that an up-to-date Local Plan is in place as quickly as possible. Neighbourhood 

plans should reflect these policies and neighbourhoods should plan positively to 

                                                           
1 http://www.malvernhills.gov.uk/south-worcestershire-development-plan  
See also the Waste Core Strategy and Minerals Local Plan:  http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/planning 
 
2 https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/6077/2116950.pdf 
 

http://www.malvernhills.gov.uk/south-worcestershire-development-plan
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/planning
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/6077/2116950.pdf
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support them. Neighbourhood plans and orders should not promote less 

development than set out in the Local Plan or undermine its strategic policies.  

 185. Outside these strategic elements, neighbourhood plans will be able to shape and 

direct sustainable development in their area. Once a neighbourhood plan has 

demonstrated its general conformity with the strategic policies of the Local Plan and 

is brought into force, the policies it contains take precedence over existing non-

strategic policies in the Local Plan for that neighbourhood, where they are in conflict. 

Local planning authorities should avoid duplicating planning processes for non-

strategic policies where a neighbourhood plan is in preparation. 

1.10 Planning Practice Guidance3 provides additional guidance on the application and 

ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΦ 

1.11 The current local planning policy framework for the neighbourhood plan area 

includes the recently adopted South Worcestershire Development Plan (SWDP).  The 

South Worcestershire Development Plan was prepared jointly by Malvern Hills 

District Council, Worcester City Council and Wychavon District Council and will guide 

development in the area up to the year 2030.  The Clifton upon Teme NDP will cover 

the period to 2030, the same as the South Worcestershire Development Plan.  A 

summary of the national and local planning policy context relevant to Clifton upon 

Teme was provided in the background document Planning Policy Background and 

Evidence Base review which forms part of the NDP evidence base. 

1.12 The Submission NDP was accompanied by a Basic Conditions Statement which set 

out how the NDP meets the required basic conditions, including how it has regard to 

national policy, and is in general conformity with strategic policies in the Local Plan. 

It was also accompanied by a Consultation Statement which set out the consultation 

ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ tƭŀƴΩǎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ and how responses informed the NDP 

policies and proposals.  The supporting documents can be found on the NDP web 

pages of the Parish Council: https://clifton -upon-teme-pc.org.uk/ . 

 Planning and Development Context 

1.13 The Clifton upon Teme NDP was prepared for the Clifton upon Teme Parish Council 

by the Clifton upon Teme Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Group 

on behalf of the community. When developing the emerging draft planning policies, 

the Steering Group sought to draw on proportionate and robust evidence and take 

account of the views of local people as expressed at consultation and community 

events.   A Table showing the consultation process is provided in Appendix 1 and the 

Consultation Statement provides more detail.  The advice of Officers at Malvern Hills 

District Council and Historic England was sought in January 2015.  An initial draft of 

the NDP was considered by the Parish Council in January 2016.   A period of public 

informal consultation with the community followed and the comments helped to 

                                                           
3 http://planningguidance.communities.gov.uk/ 
 

http://www.swdevelopmentplan.org/
https://clifton-upon-teme-pc.org.uk/
http://planningguidance.communities.gov.uk/
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inform the Draft NDP.  The made Plan incorporates further changes to policies as 

recommended by the Examiner. 

1.14 In 2014 there were 273 dwellings in the village of Clifton upon Teme and a further 46 

dwellings in the wider Parish, giving a total of 319 dwellings.  In February 2016 the 

total number of dwellings in the Parish was 321.  Recent developments and current 

commitments number 118 new dwellings, meaning the Parish could see an increase 

in the number of houses of 37%. The applications are shown in Appendix 2 and 

commitments on major sites in relation to this are shown on Map 2 Clifton upon 

Teme Proposals Map. 

1.15 This potential growth is in the context that the settlement area of the village of 

Clifton upon Teme will have increased from 41 acres in 2000 to 60 acres in 2015 

(assuming all the approvals detailed above are executed), an increase of 46%.  This 

will result in a considerable increase in the population of the village.   

1.16 The NDP cannot change planning decisions which have already been made, but it 

does present an opportunity to influence future planning decisions by supporting 

sustainable development which is sensitively designed and located, and which is 

appropriate to the rural setting and distinctive high quality environment of the 

Parish. 
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2.0 Background to the Parish 

 

{ǘ YŜƴŜƭƳΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

 
2.1 Clifton upon Teme is located in the west of Worcestershire, to the north-west of 

Worcester. Clifton upon Teme became important in the medieval period, but 
declined in the early post-medieval period. The Parish contains one village, Clifton 
upon Teme together with the Old Road, outlying farmsteads and cottages.  In 2011 
the Census statistics4 showed that there was a Parish population of 695 residents in 
307 households. 

 
2.2 /ƭƛŦǘƻƴ ǳǇƻƴ ¢ŜƳŜΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ŜƴŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ {ŀȄƻƴ ŀƴŘ aŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ 

evident in the plan-form of the village. This is essentially a linear settlement whose 
vernacular-style buildings are clustered along the main thoroughfare. The long thin 
gardens, which extend behind the street facing properties, are the remnants of early 
burgage plots. Although later development has spread to the south and the west, it 
is this early plan-form that underlies the special interest of Clifton.  

 

2.3 The interest of the village also lies in the informal mix of building types that exist side 
by side. At its core lie the timber framed properties which are of the local vernacular 
and whose ages generally date from the seventeenth century but the later, 
predominantly red-brick, cottages that fill the gaps between them and maintain the 
line of the street are also highly characterful. Adding interest are the service and 
commercial properties which served the village and which are interspersed with 
domestic properties along the main street. 

 

2.4 One of the most distinguishing features of present day Clifton upon Teme is the 
contrast between the densely settled main street and the more spacious open 

                                                           
4 Neighbourhood Statistics 
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ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ Ψ¢ƘŜ !ƴŎƘƻǊŀƎŜΩ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘΦ IŜǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǎǇŀŎŜŘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ 
apart and garden plots are larger. Mature trees about the Church and within 
properties nearby create a semi-rural character which becomes fully rural as the 
village ends eastwards. These two differing, but important characteristics of Clifton 
upon Teme contribute to the sense of place. 
 
Socio-Economic Profile  
 

2.5 Compared with District and national figures, Clifton upon Teme Parish has a higher 
than average mean age (over 44 years). Nearly one third of the population is aged 
over 60. The majority of residents (over 98%) are of white British origin with a low 
representation of other ethnicities. 

 
2.6 Of those in employment, approximately 70% are in full time employment and 30% in 

part-time employment.  At the time of the 2011 census some 13% worked mainly 
from home: anecdotally this proportion is increasing.    

 

2.7 Housing provision within the Parish largely consists of family sized dwellings with a 

high instance of larger homes. Census data (2011) show that more than half of 

homes are detached and more than 70% are 3-bedroomed or larger.  The Parish 

survey (June 2014) shows that Clifton upon Teme residents want to see a mix of 

residences that covers all ages across a range of affordability. 

 
Setting 

 
2.8 Despite sitting within high ground, some 150m above sea level, Clifton upon Teme is 

not as prominent within the landscape as one would expect.  Only from the west, 
and to a lesser extent from the north, can the village be glimpsed from the approach 
lanes and even then, the church spire competes with the trees about it for 
supremacy. There is an element of surprise when the village is first encountered 
from any direction. From a distance, from the neighbouring hillside to the west, the 
more recent, whitened houses appear as a line just below the horizon. Of the older 
settlement little is visible. 

 

2.9 Outside the village, especially to the north and west, the views open to a breath-
taking panorama of distant hills and valleys.  Clifton upon Teme is fairly introverted, 
then, in its relationship with the wider landscape and views into and out of the 
Conservation Area are therefore local and intimate. Buildings, trees and open spaces 
create the intimacy of place. 

 

Landscape and Biodiversity 
 
2.10 The Parish of Clifton upon Teme lies within NŀǘǳǊŀƭ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ 

Areas 101: Herefordshire Plateau5 and 102: Teme Valley.  The Worcestershire County 

                                                           
5 http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5006583801053184?category=587130  

http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5006583801053184?category=587130


 

13 
 

13 Clifton upon Teme Neighbourhood Development Plan - November 2017 

Council Landscape Character Assessment SPG, October 20116 is a non-statutory 
document that provides guidance on the application of landscape character 
principles to development.  The NDP area lies within four landscape character areas: 

 

¶ Timbered Plateau Farmlands 

¶ Principal Wooded Hills 

¶ Riverside Meadows 

¶ Principal Timbered Farmlands. 
 
These are shown on Map 4. 

 
2.11 The County Council has produced profile documents that detail the mineral and 

environmental context in the Environmental Character Areas which form the basis 
for the Worcestershire Green Infrastructure Framework:  Worcestershire County 
Council Environmental Character Areas (ECAs)7.  Clifton upon Teme lies within 
Environmental Character Area 1 - The Teme Valley and Wyre Forest.  

 
2.12 The strategic Green Infrastructure(GI) approach for the Teme Valley and Wyre Forest 

ECA is to protect and enhance. The overarching principles identified by the GI 
partnership are to: 

¶ enhance stream and river corridors,  

¶ protect ancient countryside character, 

¶ protect and enhance the ancient woodland habitats of the Wyre Forest; and  

¶ to enhance and expand acid grassland habitats.  
 
2.13 The NDP area also includes Marlpits Coppice which is recognised for its wildlife 

value. 

 
Heritage and Conservation 
 

2.14 Clifton upon Teme was part of a royal estate in the 8th century. There was a village 
with a church by the time of the Domesday survey in 1086. There are indications that 
the church may have begun as a Minster (monastery) in the Anglo-Saxon period.  In 
1270 a weekly market and annual fair were granted to Clifton upon Teme.  
Documents from 1496-7 suggest that the town was reasonably successful at that 
time, although not large. The documentary evidence suggests that the settlement 
lost its urban status by the end of the medieval period. By the end of the 17th 
century its former status was merely a tradition.  

 
2.15 The evidence from archaeological investigations, from maps and from documentary 

sources has allowed archaeologists to interpret the components which made up the 
medieval town of Clifton upon Teme.   Medieval Clifton upon Teme consisted of nine 
components: a manorial enclosure, the churchyard, the market place, the street 

                                                           
6 http://www.swdevelopmentplan.org/wp-
content/uploads/2013/05/Landscape_Character_Assessment_Nov2011.pdf  
7 http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/downloads/download/84/environmental_character_areas  

http://www.swdevelopmentplan.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/Landscape_Character_Assessment_Nov2011.pdf
http://www.swdevelopmentplan.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/Landscape_Character_Assessment_Nov2011.pdf
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/downloads/download/84/environmental_character_areas
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system, and five tenement plots.  Tenement plots were identified aligned on the 
main street, forming five separate urban components. Regular narrow plots can be 
identified south and northwest of the church on the 1845 Tithe Map and it is 
probable that these form parts of the 13th century planned borough. The area to the 
north and east of the churchyard forms a separate component which contains the 
sites of recorded medieval buildings: the vicarage, rectory and rectory barn. The 
eastern part of this component contains earthworks interpreted as part of the 
settlement. 

 
2.16 Today the Parish contains many historically important features including a number of 

listed buildings, archaeological and other historical assets. The centre of Clifton upon 
Teme is a designated Conservation Area due to its history and architectural 
character. The village has a distinctive character formed over time in response to its 
landscape setting, history and ownership.  Appendix 10 lists important features of 
local heritage interest identified by residents. 

 
2.17 The Conservation Area was reviewed in 2009 and a new Conservation Area Appraisal 

and Management Plan produced which has fed into the development of this NDP.   
 
Employment, Services and Transport 
 

2.18 There are a range of local businesses providing employment in the Parish, including 
around 13 farms, leather finishers, industrial chemical products, National Golf Club 
Advisory Association, equestrian holidays, accountants, engineering, vets, building 
and gardening services and publishing.  A list of local businesses, including farms, is 
included in Appendix 7 Local Businesses.  The 2011 Census8 indicated that apart from 
a higher proportion of residents employed in agriculture, the types of industry that 
most of the 339 local people aged between 16 and 74 years were employed in were 
fairly similar to those in Malvern Hills and England ς see Figure 1 below. 

Figure 1 Industry ς Percentage of local people aged 16-74 years in employment 
(only most significant types of industry / employment included) 

 

Type of Industry Clifton upon 
Teme 

Malvern Hills England 
 

Agriculture, 
Forestry and 
Fishing 

5.9% 2.8% 0.8% 

Manufacturing 9.1% 10.8% 8.8% 

Type of Industry 
 

Clifton upon 
Teme 

Malvern Hills England 
 

Construction  8.6% 9.0% 7.7% 

Wholesale and 
Retail Trade; Repair 

14.2% 14.9% 15.9% 

                                                           
8 Neighbourhood Statistics 
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/ 
 

http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/
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Type of Industry Clifton upon 
Teme 

Malvern Hills England 
 

of Motor Vehicles 
and Motor Cycles 

Professional, 
Scientific and 
Technical Activities  

6.5% 8.2% 6.7% 

Public 
Administration and 
Defence; 
Compulsory Social 
Security 

7.1% 5.5% 5.9% 

Education 13.6% 11.6% 9.9% 

Human Health and 
Social Work 
Activities  

10.6% 12.6% 12.4% 

 
 
2.19 The PŀǊƛǎƘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ōȅ ƻƴŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ό{ǘ YŜƴŜƭƳΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘύΣ ǘǿƻ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ό¢ƘŜ 

[ƛƻƴ Lƴƴ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘŜ bŜǿ LƴƴύΣ /ƭƛŦǘƻƴ ǳǇƻƴ ¢ŜƳŜ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ /ƭƛŦǘƻƴ 9ŀǊƭȅ ¸ŜŀǊǎΩ 
Centre.  There is now only one shop serving the village with a part time post office 
located within it. 

 

2.20 There are limited public transport connections with only a few daily buses to 
Worcester and a once a week service to and from Tenbury Wells (leaving late 
morning to Tenbury Wells and returning early afternoon).  Timings and frequency 
are such that they do not lend themselves to travel for employment or evening social 
purposes, leaving most residents reliant on private cars.  

 

Recreation and Leisure 
 

2.21 The Parish offers a wide range of leisure and recreation facilities including: a Village 
Hall; Football Pitch and club; Tennis Courts and club; Bowling Green and club; 
tŀǾƛƭƛƻƴ όǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ōƻǿƭǎΣ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƴƴƛǎ ŎƭǳōǎύΤ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀǊŜŀΣ /ȅŎƭŜ ǘǊŀŎƪΤ 
Baden Powell Hut and a youƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊΦ  !ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ о provides a 
comprehensive list.  These have all been established and maintained as a result of 
voluntary effort by community members. 
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3.0 Vision and Objectives 

 

Hope Wynd Cottage, Main Street 

 
3.1 The community in Clifton upon Teme Parish have developed a vision to guide the 

development of this NDP.  The vision states: 
 

Vision 
 
Clifton upon Teme is a beautiful rural place with a strong and vibrant 
community.  We aim to maintain and improve the vibrancy of our 
community, heritage, environmental characteristic, ecological 
diversity and employment opportunities by supporting appropriate 
enhancements for local needs. 
 
 

 
3.2 In order for a vision to be implemented and effective it must be broken down further 

into key objectives, all seeking to achieve the fulfilment of its different aspects. The 
NDP has arrived at six objectives through consultation and engagement. NDP policies 
must then be able to deliver at least one of these key objectives. To meet the needs of 
the Parish in the 21st Century, we aspire to the following objectives: 
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Objectives 
 
Objective 1  
To maintain and enhance the built, historic and natural environment 
for present and future generations. 
 
NDP Policies:  
CL1 Protecting and Enhancing Local Landscape Character 
CL2 Protecting and Enhancing Biodiversity 
CL3 Green Infrastructure 
CB1 Design Guidance for New Buildings and Extensions in the Clifton upon Teme 
Conservation Area 
CB2 General Building Design Principles for Development within the Development 
Boundary 
CB3 Protecting Historic Farmsteads 
CB4 Archaeology 
CB5 Protecting Local Heritage Assets 

 
Objective 2 
To support the retention and development of local businesses and 
services that contribute to the quality of life for residents and visitors 
of all ages, including support for suitable diversification and use of 
new technology.  This includes support for improved broadband9 and 
mobile phone services and sensitively sited and designed renewable 
energy technologies. 
 
NDP Policies:  
ET1 Supporting Economic Growth and Protecting Existing Employment Generating 
Uses 
ET2 Supporting Homeworking 
CR1 Protection of Local Community, Retail, Commercial Facilities and Services 
CI1 Communication Technologies 
CI3 Supporting Renewable and Low Carbon Energy Schemes and Technologies 
 

Objective 3 
To support some small-scale schemes (of 1-5 units) of housing and 
business developments, over and above those already approved, that 
meet local needs and are in keeping with the scale, demands and 
population profile of a small rural parish.   
 
 

                                                           
9 Note also the second BT contract is addressing this ς see http://www.superfastworcestershire.com/home 
 

http://www.superfastworcestershire.com/home
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NDP Policies:  
CH1 New Housing Development in Clifton upon Teme village  
/Iн IƻǳǎƛƴƎ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘΩǎ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜ !ǊŜŀ 
 

Objective 4 
To encourage opportunities for parishioners across all the generations 
to find enjoyment and fulfilment through a range of educational, 
sporting and leisure activities. 
 
NDP Policies:  
CR1 Protection of Local Community, Retail, Commercial Facilities and Services 
CR2 Provision of Buildings for Community Use 
CR3 Local Green Spaces 
CI1 Communication Technologies 

 
Objective 5 
To ensure that the Parish is a welcoming and accessible setting for 
visitors by improving facilities such as footpaths, bridleways, parking, 
and the village information board within the context of a safe and 
secure rural environment. 
 
NDP Policies:  
CI2 Supporting Improvements in Signage and Street Furniture 
CR3 Local Green Spaces 
 

Objective 6 
To foster partnership working between Parish organisations and 
institutions for the mutual benefit of all. 
 
NDP Policies:  
All Policies 
All Actions for the Parish Council. 

 
 

 

3.3 Each Policy Section also sets out which of the NDP objectives the planning policies 
are seeking to address. 

 
3.4 Appendix 8 identifies various actions for the Parish Council, which will support the 

planning policies in the NDP. 
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4.0 Neighbourhood Development Plan Policies  

4.0.1 The policies in this section will be applied in the consideration of any planning 
applications submitted within the designated NDP area.  These policies are 
necessarily wide ranging ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŎƻǇŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ 
delivering sustainable development within their Parish. 

 
4.0.2 A NDP has the same legal status as the Local Plan once it has been agreed at a 

referendum and is Made (brought into legal force) by the local planning authority. At 
this point it becomes part of the statutory development plan. Applications for 
planning permission must be determined in accordance with the development plan, 
unless material considerations indicate otherwise. 

 

4.0.3 The policies focus their development on the village of Clifton upon Teme with a 
strong focus on ensuring that new development preserves and enhances the 
landscape setting and local design features. The community have also expressed a 
keen desire to support discreet renewable energy as part of new development.  
Policies are also included to guide new development in the wider Parish area; this is 
likely to be limited, but may include for instance, development which impacts on 
historic farmsteads and the landscape character of the rural area. 

 
4.0.4 The Parish Council will monitor the implementation of the NDP on a regular basis, 

and seek to review the NP no later than 2021. 
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Map 2 Clifton upon Teme Neighbourhood Development Plan Proposals Map 

 

 
 

@Crown copyright and database rights [2015] Ordnance Survey 100055940  

Clifton upon Teme Parish Council (Licensee) License number 100053239 



 

21 
 

21 Clifton upon Teme Neighbourhood Development Plan - November 2017 

4.1 Landscape, Natural Heritage and Green Infrastructure 

 
Well Ground, Church House Farm 

Objective 1  
To maintain and enhance the built, historic and natural environment for present 
and future generations. 

 
Objective 6 
To foster partnership working between Parish organisations and institutions for 
the mutual benefit of all. 
 

 

4.1.1 Clifton upon Teme is set within an attractive rural landscape with significant wildlife 
value and interest.  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƘƛƎƘ ǾŀƭǳŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘΩǎ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀƴ 
integral natural resource which requires protection, and, where appropriate, 
enhancement. Comments submitted during the Neighbourhood Plan Survey in 
relation to Q3 άWhy you came to live hereέ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΥ 

¶ small picturesque village with active community;  

¶ quiet, picturesque village;  

¶ peace, quiet, beautiful surroundings and lovely people;  

¶ lovely friendly village with open countryside and walks;  

¶ countryside, small local community, beautiful green area, unspoilt, fresh air, 
traditional village;  

¶ to live in the countryside for walks, views and green fields;  

¶ beauty of the village and the countryside;  

¶ fields with views across the Teme Valley.  
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4.1.2 Answers to vот άWhich features should be designated for conservationέ included: 

¶ superb landscape views all around the village;  

¶ Well Ground ridge and furrow (field between Old Vicarage and Church Farm);  

¶ views from Clifton Hill;  

¶ field behind school and local ponds. 
 

Significant Views 
 
4.1.3 The illustrations below describe and justify the 5 identified significant views, which 

contribute towards the special character of the Parish and which should be 
protected.    
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Map 3 Significant Views 

 
@Crown copyright and database rights [2015] Ordnance Survey 100055940  

Clifton upon Teme Parish Council (Licensee) License number 100053239 
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View 1 
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View 2 
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View 3 
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View 4 
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View 5 
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4.1.4 Within the development boundary new development may provide opportunities to 
strengthen and enhance green infrastructure and biodiversity corridors to the wider 
countryside, and new development outside of the development boundary of the 
village should be designed sensitively to protect and enhance the landscape 
character. 

 
4.1.5 The NDP area lies within four landscape character areas10 (Map 4): 
 

¶ Timbered Plateau Farmlands 

¶ Principal Wooded Hills 

¶ Riverside Meadows 

¶ Principal Timbered Farmlands 
 

Map 4 Landscape Character Areas 

 
 

@Crown copyright and database rights [2015] Ordnance Survey 100055940  

Clifton upon Teme Parish Council (Licensee) License number 100053239 

                                                           
10 http://www.swdevelopmentplan.org/wp-
content/uploads/2013/05/Landscape_Character_Assessment_Nov2011.pdf 
 

http://www.swdevelopmentplan.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/Landscape_Character_Assessment_Nov2011.pdf
http://www.swdevelopmentplan.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/Landscape_Character_Assessment_Nov2011.pdf
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4.1.6 The Timbered Plateau Farmlands are varied, mixed farming landscapes of hedged 

fields, scattered farms, woods and wooded valleys associated with upstanding areas 
of undulating relief. The key elements of the Timbered Plateau Farmlands are 
topography and woodland. Tree cover is essentially of ancient semi-natural 
character, with oak as the dominant species. The pattern of woodland and 
hedgerows have great visual prominence. The woodland cover provides the major 
structure to the landscape, the hedgerow pattern defining the scale. These are 
landscapes containing woodlands of varying size, the dingles associated with the 
valley streams being a particular characteristic. The settlement pattern is a variable 
one of dispersed farms and hamlets with occasional villages or wayside cottages. The 
land use tends to be a patchwork of mixed farming with pasture often dominating 
the areas where topography limits intensive cultivation. 

 
4.1.7 The Principal Wooded Hills are upstanding, wooded landscapes with a sloping, in 

places steeply undulating topography, often on the edge of higher ground. These are 
landscapes of large, irregularly shaped ancient woodlands and wooded streamlines, 
typically forming an interlocking pattern with surrounding hedged fields. In these 
landscapes the nature and steepness of slope has inhibited clearance for agricultural 
use in the past. Consequently, they have retained a significant proportion of ancient 
semi-natural woodland.  Woodland cover usually occurs in extensive interlocking 
belts and is the dominant land use. Where clearance has taken place in the past, the 
presence of strong hedge lines with a good representation of hedgerow tree cover 
contributes to the visual integration of the landscape. Hedgerow trees and wooded 
streamsides are a vital component in achieving visual integration between the areas 
of historic clearance and the denser woodland. There are ancient yew trees in 
²ŜȅƳŀƴΩǎ ²ƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘȅŀǊŘΦ 

 
4.1.8 Exposure of the local geological substrates (sandstones and mudstones with local 

limestones of the Old Red Sandstone) can be found in the dingles that drain the 
upland on which Clifton is based.  These streams lie within the Principal Wooded 
Hills landscape character areas.  The unusual charm of the dingles lies both in their 
wooded nature and in the presence of a series of minor rapids and waterfalls over 
harder geological units. These dingles are crossed or paralleled by numerous public 
rights of way from the Clifton area. 

 
4.1.9 Riverside Meadows are linear riverine landscapes associated with a flat, generally 

well-defined alluvial floodplain, in places framed by steeply rising ground. These are 
secluded pastoral landscapes, characterised by meandering, tree-lined rivers, flanked 
by alluvial meadows which are defined by hedge and ditch boundaries. Settlement is 
typically absent throughout these landscapes, the presence of extensive areas of 
waterside meadows, used for seasonal grazing, has in the past provided a strong 
sense of visual and ecological unity. These are landscapes that accommodated a 
degree of annual flooding, a factor which was reflected in the patterns of land use, 
the lack of settlement and development (except for the occasional water mill), and 
the representation of species and habitats tolerant of such waterlogged conditions. 
Tree cover is a notable element of Riverside Meadows, usually in a linear pattern 
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along the hedge and ditch lines and along the banks of watercourses. Typical species 
are alder and willow, the latter often pollarded. 

 
4.1.10 The Principal Timbered Farmlands are rolling lowland landscapes with occasional 

steep sided hills and low escarpments. They have a small scale, wooded, agricultural 
appearance characterised by filtered views through densely scattered hedgerow 
trees. These are complex, in places intimate, landscapes of irregularly shaped 
woodlands, winding lanes and frequent wayside dwellings and farmsteads. The 
Principal Timbered Farmlands are characterised by a mosaic of agricultural land 
cleared directly from woodland, on a piecemeal basis, together with land enclosed 
from former localised areas of open fields, resulting in their dispersed pattern of 
farmsteads and wayside cottages and lack of strong settlement nuclei. 

4.1.11 At Regulation 14 consultation stage, Worcestershire County Council submitted 
comments referring to the Waste Core Strategy: άExcavation activities, a normal part 
of the construction process, can result in considerable arisings of subsoils. In some 
cases, this type of waste can usefully be re-used for purposes such as landscaping, 
levelling of sites, the construction of bunds, embankments or features for noise 
attenuation.  However, to prevent inappropriate development, these kinds of 
proposals will be considered against Policy WCS 5: Landfill and disposal.έ    

Policy CL1 Protecting and Enhancing Local Landscape Character 
 
Significant Views 
 
Development proposals should respect the identified Significant Views on Map 3 
which are locally valued and which make an important contribution to the 
ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΦ   
 
Where a development proposal impacts on an identified Significant View, a 
Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment or similar study should be carried out 
to ensure that the landscape is not compromised. 
 
Landscape Design 
 
The following landscape design guidelines should be incorporated into schemes 
where appropriate: 
 

1. In developments within Landscape Character Area Timbered Plateau 
Farmlands, landscaping schemes must demonstrate how they respond 
positively to opportunities consistent with the scale of the development 
to: 

A. Conserve any ancient woodland on the site, and restock with 
locally occurring native stock where appropriate.  

B. Support the coalescence of fragmented remnants of ancient 
woodland through new woodland planting, favouring native 
broadleaves with oak as the major species.  

C. Infill  any gaps in tree cover along watercourses and dingles.  
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D. Conserve hedgerow oaks and restore the pattern of hedgerows. 
 

2. In developments within Landscape Character Area Principal Wooded 
Hills, landscaping schemes must demonstrate how they respond 
positively to opportunities consistent with the scale of the development 
to: 

A. Conserve and, if necessary restore the ancient broadleaved 
character of any woodlands on the site.  

B. Strengthen the wooded character of hedge lines and streamlines 
on the site through replanting or natural regeneration, taking 
account of the identified Significant Views.  

 
3. In developments within Landscape Character Area Riverside Meadows, 

landscaping schemes must demonstrate how they respond positively to 
opportunities consistent with the scale of the development to: 

A. Conserve existing areas of permanent pasture on the site.  
B. Conserve and enhance continuous tree cover along hedge lines, 

ditches and watercourses on the site.  
C. Conserve existing wetland habitats, where possible provide 

further wetland habitat, and explore opportunities to return to 
patterns and processes of natural flooding cycles. 

 
4. In developments within Landscape Character Area Principal Timbered 

Farmlands, landscaping schemes must demonstrate how they respond 
positively to opportunities consistent with the scale of the development 
to: 

A. Maintain and enhance hedgerows where appropriate. 
B. Conserve ancient woodland sites and plant new woodland with 

locally occurring native species. 
C. Conserve and restore tree cover along water courses and 

streamlines. 
 

Waste 
 
In developments which propose the re-use of waste such as subsoils arising from 
the development process on site, schemes will be expected to conform with 
policies in the Waste Core Strategy and Environment Agency Advice. 
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Biodiversity  

4.1.12 Maps 5a, 5b, 5c and 6a and 6b show areas of the Parish which are significant for 

wildlife11.  The wildlife maps show fairly clearly the two strong habitat corridors 

running from north-to-south and which roughly straddle the eastern and western 

borders of the Parish. This mirrors the value shown in the Designated Local Wildlife 

Sites Map (Map 5a), but demonstrates that nature is not contained by the borders of 

any given site and indicates how wildlife can disperse across the landscape (in 

response to climate change/developmental pressure etc), so in many ways, the 

habitat network maps are more useful than the designated sites map alone.  The 

River Teme is a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).  This means that it is 

recognised to be nationally important and is a legally protected site.  There are 

several Local Wildlife Sites (LWS).  These are protected under planning legislation 

and planning policy at National Planning Policy Framework (para 117) and locally in 

SWDP Policy 22D (Biodiversity and Geodiversity). They are also protected from 

destruction by Environmental Impact Assessment regulations.    

                                                           
11 Note - Data should be considered only as a 'snapshot' in time and while reasonable effort has been made to 
ensure all the data in these plans are accurate, Worcestershire County Council can accept no liability for its use 
or interpretation. Datasets should ideally be refreshed every 12 - 18 months or so to ensure that they remain 
indicative of our best understanding of the state of the local landscape. 
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Map 5a 2016 Map of Designated Local Wildlife Sites  

 

 
 

 
@Crown copyright and database rights [2015] Ordnance Survey 100055940  

Clifton upon Teme Parish Council (Licensee) License number 100053239 
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Map 5b Broadleaved Woodland Networks 
  

 

 
@Crown copyright and database rights [2015] Ordnance Survey 100055940  

Clifton upon Teme Parish Council (Licensee) License number 100053239 
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Map 5c Clifton Ancient Woodland  

   

 
 

@Crown copyright and database rights [2015] Ordnance Survey 100055940  
Clifton upon Teme Parish Council (Licensee) License number 100053239 
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Map 6a BAP12 Network Map 

    

 

@Crown copyright and database rights [2015] Ordnance Survey 100055940  
Clifton upon Teme Parish Council (Licensee) License number 100053239 

                                                           
12 See http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/info/20252/environmental_policy/1155/biodiversity_action_plan 
Worcestershire Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) assesses how the limited resources available can best be used to 
protect and enhance remaining species and habitats. There are 47 Action Plans within the Worcestershire 
Local BAP: 19 habitats, 25 species and three generic action plans covering the overarching themes of 
'Biological recording and information', 'Biodiversity education, awareness and involvement', and 'Policy, grants 
and legislation'.  Each plan gives an overview of the current status of the habitat or species within the county, 
identifies particular threats to it and current areas of work or activity being undertaken by partner 
organisations. The plan then presents targets for maintenance, restoration, expansion or creation (as 
appropriate) for the conservation of that habitat or species, followed by a list of actions that the Biodiversity 
Partnership should take to achieve these targets.  
 

http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/info/20252/environmental_policy/1155/biodiversity_action_plan
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Map 6b Local Wildlife Sites 

 

@Crown copyright and database rights [2015] Ordnance Survey 100055940  
Clifton upon Teme Parish Council (Licensee) License number 100053239 
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4.1.13 The Local Wildlife sites are: 

¶ River Teme 
Most of the River Teme has been designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest 
and full details of the value of the river can be found in the SSSI designation. 
However, there are a small number of bankside features that were included on the 
original Local Wildlife Site schedule which fall outside the SSSI boundary. These 
contribute to the value of the corridor as a whole and although they are not of 
national importance are still worthy of inclusion. As a result, the Local Wildlife Site 
boundary has been maintained and will continue to be shown on GIS only. 

 

¶ Woodland along the Sapey Brook 
A large site focussed around the Sapey Brook and its tributaries ς including 
woodland (The Warren, Limekiln Covert, Mill Rough, The Grove, Willy Hill, Thrift, 
Steps, Limekiln and Poswick Coppices) and grassland along the brook. Only the 
central part of the site is in Worcestershire, approximately one third of the site. 
Some of the larger blocks of woodland in the site are Ancient Semi-Natural 
Woodland or replanted ancient woodland. 
The site has been fairly well recorded over the past 40 years, giving records of locally 
rare species such as dormouse, alternate-leaved golden-saxifrage, hybrid buckler-
fern (Dryopteris x complexa), lousewort, green figwort and wood vetch. Other 
notable woodland species recorded are nettle-leaved bellflower, thin-spiked wood-
sedge, scaly male fern (Dryopteris affinis ssp. affinis), broad-leaved helleborine, 
intermediate and common polypody, soft and hard shield-fern and goldilocks 
buttercup. 

 

¶ The Whitbourne Brook 
The Whitbourne Brook is a small and fast flowing stream running over a typically 
stony substrate. It shows a good range of natural features such as pool and riffle 
sequences, debris dams and silt bars and does not appear to have been modified. 
For much of its length the corridor is tree lined and in places there are diverse fern 
communities, particularly on the steeper more cliff-like sections. Elsewhere bankside 
erosion is so active that there is little marginal vegetation of any kind. 
With the inclusion of the tree cover the brook forms an extremely valuable wildlife 
corridor. 
There are past records of dipper using the brook and it is likely to be used by otters, 
though these have not been surveyed for recently. 

 

¶ Teme Valley West Woods 
The site lies on the west bank of the Teme over a series of hills with a varied 
topography including sharp, incised valleys, plateaux and brooks with tufa 
formations. These woods have undergone a long history of woodland management 
including traditional management for coppice with standards and, largely within the 
last eighty years, plantations (including a variety of coniferous species as well as 
deciduous trees ς sycamore and poplars). About half of the site is ancient woodland, 
though much of this has been re-planted. The site also includes some small areas of 
grassland associated with the woods. 
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Habitat/Vegetation Description: 
The site holds some excellent examples of dingle woodland characteristic of the 
Teme Valley part of the Malvern Hills District ς characteristic yet becoming 
increasingly rare. The base-rich soils favour the W8 Fraxinus excelsior-Acer 
campestre-Mercurialis perennis woodland with various sub-communities according 
to topography and soil-water characteristics. On the higher plateaux, where soil 
base-status is lower due to leaching of minerals by water draining through the soil, 
the W10 Quercus robur-Pteridium aquilinum-Rubus fruticosus woodland takes over, 
with species such as creeping soft-grass and bluebell. W7 Fraxinus excelsior-Alnus 
glutinosa-Lysimachia nemorum woodland occurs on wet flushes on the valley sides 
with opposite-leaved golden-saxifrage prominent and other species of wet soils such 
as meadowsweet and redcurrant also occurring. Plantations and areas of sycamore 
invasion hold a poor field-layer.  Coppiced small and large-leaved lime mark many 
boundaries throughout the woods. 

 

¶ Marlpits Coppice 
Situated the top of a ridge of hills above the west side of the River Teme just over a 
kilometre south-east of Clifton upon Teme. Two dingle valleys run roughly north-east 
to south-west through the wood. These are both fairly incised, tumbling through 
riffles and over a number of small tufa waterfalls (maximum about 1.5 metres). An 
old large-leaved lime lies on the banks of the brook.  The wood is a W8 Fraxinus 
excelsior-Acer campestre-Mercurialis perennis woodland; the canopy is dominated 
by hybrid oak and ash but with a variety of other species including wild cherry, wych 
elm and holly; the non-native cherry laurel is scattered, particularly towards the 
north-east of the wood. The field-layer supports species typical of W8 woodland 
ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƳŀƭŜ ŦŜǊƴΣ ŘƻƎΩǎ ƳŜǊŎǳǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƻŘ ǎǇŜŜŘǿŜƭƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘƛƴƎƭŜ ǾŀƭƭŜȅ ǎƛŘŜǎ ƘƻƭŘ 
the W8e Geranium robertianum sub-community with species such as woodruff, 
wood sorrel, soft shield fern and opposite-leaved golden-saxifrage.  Hazel coppicing 
has occurred in the past but clearly many years ago with some large specimens that 
cannot have been coppiced for a number of decades. There are big old trees in the 
wood ς the large-leaved lime and both oak and ash, but no veteran trees. Fallen 
dead wood is mostly birch, cherry and wych elm (no mature wych elm trees were 
seen during the survey).  The canopy is thinner towards the north-west of the wood. 

 
4.1.14 Worcestershire Grassland Inventory (WGI) sites (see Map 6b) are a Worcestershire 

designation that must be considered by Local Planning Authorities.  Furthermore, 
Local Planning Authorities are required to consider and usually to protect ALL 
Habitats of Principal Importance under the Natural Environment and Rural 
Communities Act 2006: developers are required to undertake ecological surveys.  
Ponds also should be protected, or restored, due to their significant impact on 
wildlife; whether as a habitat in which to live, a source of food, or a source of 
drinking water. 
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Policy CL2 Protecting and Enhancing Biodiversity 

Development proposals that impact on local wildlife and habitats identified on 

Maps 5a, 5b and 5c and 6a and 6b should demonstrate how biodiversity will be 

protected and enhanced. 

 
 
 Green Infrastructure (GI) 
 
4.1.15 Multi-functional green infrastructure is important to underpin the overall 

sustainability of a development by performing a range of functions including flood 
risk management, the provision of accessible green space, climate change 
adaptation and supporting biodiversity. An example of a green infrastructure 
provision is sustainable drainage systems (SuDS). These can deliver benefits for 
people and for wildlife and make a valuable contribution to the local green 
infrastructure network. Actions such as re-naturalising watercourses can also bring 
multifunctional benefits, including benefiting flood attenuation. Woodland planting 
can also help mitigate flooding. Development proposals may present opportunities 
to incorporate features such as roosting opportunities for bats, the installation of 
bird nest boxes or the use of native species in the landscape planting. 

 
4.1.16 The Worcestershire County Council Environmental Character Areas13 provides profile 

documents that detail the mineral and environmental context in the Environmental 
Character Areas (ECAs) which form the basis for the Worcestershire Green 
Infrastructure (GI) Framework.  Clifton upon Teme lies within the Teme Valley and 
Wyre Forest ECA and this is shown on Map 7.  The strategic Green Infrastructure 
approach is to protect and enhance. The overarching principles identified by the GI 
partnership are to: 

¶ enhance stream and river corridors;  

¶ protect ancient countryside character; 

¶ protect and enhance the ancient woodland habitats of the Wyre Forest; and  

¶ to enhance and expand acid grassland habitats.  
 

  

                                                           
13 http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/downloads/download/84/environmental_character_areas  

http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/downloads/download/84/environmental_character_areas
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Map 7 Teme Valley and Wyre Forest ECA 
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4.1.17 The landscape and biodiversity priorities identified for the Teme Valley and Wyre 
Forest ECA is largely concerned with enhancing tree cover, protecting hedgerows 
and wetlands and supporting re-naturalisation of water courses.  These are 
addressed in Policy CL1 above. 

 
4.1.18 The άblue infrastructureέ priorities identified for the Teme Valley and Wyre Forest 

ECA include to ensure that the run-off from all proposed development is minimised. 
For example, SuDS must be encouraged and targeted within planning approvals. 

 
 

Policy CL3 Green Infrastructure  
 
Where appropriate, new development should ensure the protection and 
enhancement of the existing green infrastructure assets and the creation of 
multifunctional green infrastructure networks as part of master planning, 
landscaping and building design. These networks should contribute to ecological 
enhancements, flood risk and water quality management, landscape and historic 
character of Clifton upon Teme. The proposal should demonstrate how these 
networks will be achieved and maintained in perpetuity.   
 
Proposals should include, for example, enhancements such as sustainable 
drainage systems (SuDS), re-naturalising watercourses and incorporating ponds, 
woodland planting, roosting opportunities for bats, the installation of bird nest 
boxes and the use of native species in the landscape planting. 
 
Priority habitats such as ancient woodlands, acid grasslands and wetlands and 
other environmental assets in the area should be protected to preserve the 
existing eco-system network. 
 
Where possible, SuDS should be provided as part of all new development 
schemes, regardless of size.  At surface level SuDS provide the most opportunity 
for multiple benefits and should be considered before below ground SuDS. 
Schemes should ensure appropriate maintenance of SuDS for the lifetime of the 
development. 
 

 

The above planning policies have been prepared to be in general conformity with the 

following local strategic planning policies: 

South Worcestershire Development Plan (SWDP) 2016 

Policy SWDP 1: Overarching Sustainable Development Principles 

Policy SWDP 5: Green Infrastructure 

Policy SWDP 22: Biodiversity and Geodiversity 

Policy SWDP 25: Landscape Character 

Policy SWDP 29: Sustainable Drainage Systems. 
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4.2 Built Heritage and Design 

 

 
 

Village Hall, Hope Lane 
 

Objective 1  
To maintain and enhance the built, historic and natural environment for present 
and future generations. 
 
Objective 6 
To foster partnership working between Parish organisations and institutions for 
the mutual benefit of all. 

 
 
4.2.1 The Parish of Clifton upon Teme has a number of built heritage assets.  There are 48 

statutory Listed Buildings in Clifton upon Teme14 including the Grade II* Listed 
Woodmanton Farmhouse and Church of St Kenelm.  There are also 2 Scheduled 
Monuments in Clifton upon Teme.  The complete list is provided in Appendix 4.  The 
village also has a Conservation Area and a number of other built heritage assets of 
local importance including the Roman fortlet at Camp House, Sapey Common; the 
Royal Observer Corps nuclear monitoring bunker by B4204 opposite Salford Court 
and Iron Age/Roman enclosure in field opposite Upper House, Pound Lane.  Local 
people want to see the historic environment protected and enhanced through high 
quality new buildings.  The village is as old as the past millennium.  While the main 
street through the village retains much of the half-timbered architectural style that 
existed in the 18th and 19th centuries, a short stroll along any of the network of 
footpaths that surrounds it reveals a wealth of open countryside rich in ecology and 
ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǇƛǊŜ ƻŦ {ǘ YŜƴŜƭƳΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ƭŀƴŘƳŀǊƪ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ 

                                                           
14 https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/results  

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/results
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landscape drops down to the River Teme below.  There has probably been a church 
building in Clifton upon Teme for over 1,000 years.  According to legend, the murder 
of Kenelm, boy Prince of Mercia, took place in 819AD and it would have been 
unlikely that a dedication to Kenelm would have been made without a Christian 
building. The present building was commenced around 1200 and the Woodmanton 
Chapel added in 1350, so what exists today has stood for almost 800 years. The spire 
was rebuilt in the 17th century after being blown down, only to be struck by lightning 
in June 1884. Old photographs reveal how little the centre of the village has changed 
in the last 100 years. 
 

 
 

Main Street, c1915 
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Clifton upon Teme Conservation Area 
Map 8 Conservation Area 
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