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Executive Summary

The Clifton upon Teme Neighbourhood Development Plan (R&)eemrepared to
guide new development in the Parish upa030 The Neighbourhood Plan has been
examinedby an independent Examinand this is the Referendum versiohthe NDP

NDPs are a new way for local people to influence planningsid®s as they arprepared by
parish ouncils, taking into account the ideas and concerngaosish residents and
businesses through extensive public consultation.

TheNDPis very important as it allows local people a chance to influence future decisions
about planning by setting out the local planning policy framework. Planning decisions are
determined in accordance with the development plan and any other consideratimhthe
NDP will be part of the development plan.

The NDP is a statutory (legal) document and has to be in general conformity with local
strategic planning policies set out in the Development Plansidild have regard to

national planning policy set out in the National Planning Policy Framework (NFRR)ing
Practice Guidance provides additional guidance on the application and implementation of

0§ KS CNJI YS g 2 Njh&eveloprileiX Rldn @Kilte NDP area consisteSouth
Worcestershire Development Plan (SWDP), the Worcestershire Waste Core Strategy and the
saved policies of the County of Hereford and Worcester Minerals Local Plan. A new Minerals
Local Plan is being prepared for Worcestershire and is expecteel aolopted in 2018

TheNDPhas a vision and objectives apthnning policiesinder several key themeslhe
themes are:

1 Landscape, Natural Heritage and Green Infrastruc{wigh policies to protect local
landscape character and support wildlife)

1 BuiltHeritage and Desigfwith policies to promote high quality design which
responds positively to local character and to protect built heritage)

1 Housing (with policies to support small scale infill development within the
developmentboundary and to guide liited new housing in some circumstances in
the wider countryside)

1 Employment and Tourisiwith policies supporting appropriate investment in the
local economytourismand home workiny

1 Recreation and Health (with policies protecting local facilities and community
buildings,andidentifying local green spaces)

1 Infrastructureand Energywith policies supporting investment in local infrastructure
suchascommunication technologiegppropiately designed signagand
renewable andow carbon energgchemes.

TheNDPalso has a number of related actions identified for the Parish Council to support the
planning policiesaind these areset outin Appendix8.
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1.0

11

1.2

1.3

1.4

15

1.6

1.7

Introduction

What isNeighbourhood Planning?

Neighbourhood planning enables communities to shape the development and

growth of a local area. éighbourhood Development Plans (NDEa) be used to

choose where new homes, shops and offices should be built, and to have a say o

gKIFEG GK2&aS ySg o0dzZAif RAy3a &aKSgbdmorReparto2 | f A1 S
the local statutory development plan and form the basis for determining planning
applications in that area.

Neighbourhood Planning is a central government initiativeoiticed by the

Localism Act 2011 and recognised in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)
in March 2012. The aim of the legislation is to empower local communities to use the
planning system to promote appropriate and sustainable development in #nea.

NDPs must have regard to national policies and be in general conformity with
strategic policies in the Local Plarthe South Worcestershire Development Plan
(SWDP2006- 2030

The Neighbourhood Planning Regulations set out a number of fateps that must

be taken in preparing ADP. Following an application by the Parish Council df 22
April 2013, Malvern Hills District Council designated the Parish of Clifton upon Teme
as a neighbourhood area for the purposes of developiidP®on 24" September
2013.The designated area is shown orapl1.

A Steering Group of Parish Councillors and interested local residents was set up in
2014 to oversee the preparation the Plan on behalf of the Parish Council. The
Steering Group met regularly throligut the NDP process and led on local
community consultation and engagement.

The Draft NDP wasreparedfollowing careful consideration of the representations
submitted during the informal consultation on tlenerging draft plan in Spring
2016. Furtheinformation about this processind the comments submittedre
provided on the Parish Council webdlitp://clifton -uponteme-pc.org.ukand in

the Consultation Statement

The Draft NDP wasublished for8 weeks publiconsultationuntil 26" August2016

The Parish Council consigeithe consultation responseamenced the NDPwhere

appropriate and submitted the revisedsubmissioWNDP toMalvern Hills District

Council The District Couflaundertook a further public consultationrdbm December

2016 to February 2017The NDP was examined by imdependent Examinen

summer 2017and the Examiner recommended that the NDP should proceed to a
Referendum subject to modifications setoutirSth 9 EI YA Yy SN & wS L322 NI ¢

The NDPprovidesa significant opportunity for local people to influence planning
decisionsl & LJX FyyAy3 FLIWLX AOFGA2ya | NBE RSGSNY

y
5SSt 2LIYSyd tfly dzyt Saa YFGSNAIE O2yaAiARSN

U >«
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Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 Section 38 (éDP<shaveto be shaped by and
produced for the local communityl he role of the Steering Growasto act as
facilitators in enabling local residents, businesses and community groups to
determine the focus of their NDP and devise policies to tackle local issues.

Planning Policy Context

1.8 The NDP must have regardrational policies and be in general conformity with
strategic policies in the Local Plathe South Worcestershire Development Plan

1.9 National planning policies are set out in the National Planning Policy Framework
(NPPP)published in 2012. Thislaises in paragraphs 6 and 7 that the purpose of
the planning system is to contribute to the achievement of sustainable development,
and that the planning system has to perform an economic role, a social role and an
environmental roleNeighbourhood planmig is addressed in paragraphs 1B35:

183. Neighbourhood planning gives communities direct power to develop a shared
vision for their neighbourhood and deliver the sustainable development they need.
Parishes and neighbourhood forums can use neighbourplaoohing to:

set planning policies through neighbourhood plans to determine decisions on
planning applications; and

grant planning permission through Neighbourhood Development Orders and
Community Right to Build Orders for specific development wioiciplies with the
order.

184. Neighbourhood planning provides a powerful set of tools for local people to
ensure that they get the right types of development for their community. The
ambition of the neighbourhood should be aligned with the strategic naeds

priorities of the wider local area. Neighbourhood plans must be in general
conformity with the strategic policies of the Local Plan. To facilitate this, local
planning authorities should set out clearly their strategic policies for the area and
ensue that an upto-date Local Plan is in place as quickly as possible. Neighbourhood
plans should reflect these policies and neighbourhoods should plan positively to
support them. Neighbourhood plans and orders should not promote less
development than set ouh the Local Plan or undermine its strategic policies.

185. Outside these strategic elements, neighbourhood plans will be able to shape and
direct sustainable development in their area. Once a neighbourhood plan has
demonstrated its general conformityithv the strategic policies of the Local Plan and

is brought into force, the policies it contains take precedence over existing non
strategic policies in the Local Plan for that neighbourhood, where they are in conflict.

1 http://www.malvernhills.gov.uk/southworcestershiredevelopmentplan
See also the Waste Core Strategy and Minerals Local Rtgm//www.worcestershire.gov.uk/planning

2 https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/6077/2116950.pdf
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Local planning authorities shouldas duplicating planning processes for non
strategic policies where a neighbourhood plan is in preparation.

1.10 Planning Practice Guidariggrovides additional guidance on the application and
AYLE SYSyidlFdA2y 2F GKS CNIYS@g2N] Qa | LILINRI C

1.11 The current lgal planning policy framework for the neighbourhood plan area
includesthe recently adoptedsouth Worcestershire Development PIBWDP). He
South Worcestershire Development Plavaspreparedjointly by Malvern Hills
District Council, Worcester Ciounciland Wychavon District Council and will guide
development in the area up to the year 2030he Clifton upon TemidDPwill cover
the period to 2030, thesame athe South Worcestershir®evelopment PlanA
summary of the national and local planning policy conteltvant to Clifton upon
Teme wa provided in the background document Planning Policy Background and
Evidence Base review which forms part of the NDP evidence base.

1.12 TheSubmissionNDPwas accompanied by a Basic Conditions Statement which set
out how theNDPmeets the required basic conditions, including howasregard to
national policyandis in general conformitwith strategic policies in the Local Plan.
It was alscaccompanied by a Consultation Statement whsel out theconsultation
LINE OSaa (KNERdzaK 2 dziandihéwsesporisésnfainied thaNIBALIF NI G A 2 y
policies and proposalsThe supporting documents can be found on the NDP web
pages of the Parish Counciittp://clifton -uponteme-
pc.org.uk/index.php/neighbourhocglan/aboutneighbourhoodplan.

Planning and Development Context

1.13 The Clifton upon TemdDP wa prepared for the Clifton upon Teme Parish Council
by the Clifton upon Teme Parish Neighbourh@elelopment Plasteering Group
on behalf of the community. When developing the emerging draft planning pqlicies
the Steering Group sought to draw oroportionate and robust evidence and take
accountof the views of local people as expressed at consultation and community
events. A Table showing the consultation procésgrovided in Appendix dnd the
Consultation Statemergrovides more detail Theadvice of Officers at Malvern Hills
District Council and Historic England was sought in January 20imitial draft of
the NDP was considered by the Parish Council in Januaéy 28Yeriod of public
informal consultation with the community followednd the comments helped to
inform the DraftNDR The Referendum Plan incorporates further changes to policies
asrecommended by the Examiner.

1.14 In 2014 there were 273 dwellings in the village of Clifton upon Teme and a further 46
dwellings in the wideParish,givinga total of 319 dwellings InFebruary2016 the
total number ofdwellings inthe Parish wa 321 Recent developments and current
commitments numberl18 new dwellings meaning the Parish could see @crease

3 http://planningguidance.communities.gov.uk/
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1.15

1.16

in the number ohousesof 37%. Theapplications areshown in Appendix and
commitments on major sites in relation to this are shown on Maplifton upon
Teme Proposals Map

This potential growth is in the context that the settlement area of the village of
Clifton upon Teme will have increased from 41 acres in 2000 to 60 acres in 2015
(assuming all the approvals detailed above are executed), an increase of 46%. This
will result in a considerable increase in the populatadithe village.

The NDP cannot change planning deciswhghhave already been made, but it
does present an opportunity to influence future planning decisions by supporting
sustainable developnm which is sensitively designed and locatadd which is
appropriate to the rural setting and distinctive high quality environment of the
Parish.

10
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2.0 Background to the Parish
el

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

{G YSyStyQa / Kd

Clifton upon Teme is located in the westWbrcestershire, to the nortlwest of
Worcester. Clifton upon Teme became important in the medieval period, but
declined in the early poshedieval period. The Parish contamse village, Clifton
upon Teme together with the Old Road, outlying farmsteads$ @sttages.In 2011

the Census statistitshowed that there was a Parish population of 695 residents in
307 households.

[ fTAFO2Y dzLl2y ¢SYSQa t2y3a KAauz2NRI SyoOo2YLd
evident in the plarform of the village. Thisiessentially a linear settlement whose
vernacularstyle buildings are clustered along the main thoroughfare. The long thin

gardens, which extend behind the street facing properties, are the remnants of early
burgage plots. Although later development hasesad to the south and the west, it

is this early pladorm that underlies the special interest of Clifton.

The interest of the village also lies in the informal mix of building types that exist side
by side. At its core lie the timber framed propied which are of the local vernacular
and whose ages generally date from the seventeenth century but the later,
predominantly redbrick, cottages that fill the gaps between them and maintain the
line of the street are also highly characterful. Adding iagtrare the service and
commercial properties which served the village and which are interspersed with
domestic properties along the main street.

One of the most distinguishing features of present day Clifipon Temas the
contrast between the densely settled main street and the more spacious open

4 Neighbourhood Statistics

11
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apart and garden plots are larger. Mature trees about the Church and within

properties neaby create a sermiural character which becomes fully rural as the

village ends eastwards. These two differing, but important characteristics of Clifton

upon Teme contribute to the sense of place.

SocieEconomic Profile

2.5 Compared with District andational figures, Clifton upon Teme Parish has a higher
than average mean age (over 44 years). Nearly one third of the population is aged
over 60. The majority of residents (over 98%) are of white British origin with a low
representation of other ethniciés.

2.6  Of those in employment, approximately 70% are in full time employment and 30% in
part-time employment. At the time of the 2011 census some 13% worked mainly
from home: anecdotally this proportion is increasing.

2.7  Housing provision within #aParish largely consists of family sized dwellings with a
high instance of larger homes. Census data (2011) show that more than half of
homes are detachedndmore than 70% are-Bedroomed or larger. Thiéarish
survey (June 2014) shows that Clifton upame residents want to see a mix of
residences that covers all ages across a rarfigéfordablity.

Setting

2.8  Despite sitting within high ground, some 150m above sea level, Clifton upon Teme is
not as prominent within the landscape as one would expé&ahly from the west,
and to a lesser extent from the north, can the village be glimpsed from the approach
lanes and even then, the church spire competes with the trees about it for
supremacy. There is an element of surprise when the village is firsuatered
from any direction. From a distancipm the neighbouring hillside to the west, the
more recent, whitened houses appear as a line just below the horizon. Of the older
settlement little is visible.

2.9  Outside the village, especially to the nodhd west, the views open to a breath
taking panorama of distant hills and valley@liftonupon Temss fairly introverted,
then, in its relationship with the wider landscapad views into and out of the
Conservation Fea are therefore local and intimat®uildings, trees and open spaces
create the intimacy of place.

Landscape and Biodiversity

2.10 The Rirish of Clifton upofeme lies withilNlF (0 dzNJ 9y 3t I yYRQa bl (A 2
Areas 101: Herefordshire Platéaand 102: Teme Valley. Thi¢orcestershire County

5 http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5006583801053184?cateqory=587130

12
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2.11

2.12

2.13

2.14

2.15

Council Landscape Character Assessment SPG, Octobéi28hbnrstatutory
document that provides guidance on the application of landscape character
principles to developmentTheNDParea lies withirfour landscape character areas

Timbered Plateau Farmlands
Principal Wooded Hills
Riverside Meadows

Principal Timbered Farmlands

= =4 -4 4

These are shown on Map 4.

The County Council has produced profile documents that detail the mineral and
environmental context in the Environmental Character Areas which form the basis
for the Worcestershire Green Infrastructure FramewoYKprcestershire County
Council EnvironmentaCharacter AreaECAS) difton upon Teme lies within
Environmental Character Area The Teme Vallegnd Wyre Forest

The strategic @&en Irfrastructure(Glapproach for the Teme Valley and Wyre Forest
ECA is to protect and enhance. Towerarching principles identified by the Gl
partnership are to:

1 enhance stream and river corridors,

1 protect ancient countryside character,

1 protect and enhance the ancient woodland habitats of the Wyre Forest; and

fto enhance and expand acid grassi habitats.

TheNDParea also includes MarlpitSoppicewhich isrecognsed forits wildlife
value

Heritageand Conservation

Clifton upon Teme was part of a royal estate in tHec8ntury. There was a village

with a church by the time dhe Domesday survey in 1086. There are indications that
the church may have begun as a Minster (monastery) in the ABgkon period. In
1270 a weekly market and annual fair were grantedlifton upon Teme.

Documents from 1494 suggest that the town &as reasonably successful at that

time, although not large. The documentary evidence suggests that the settlement
lost its urban status by the end of the medieval period. By the end of the 17
century its former status was merely a tradition.

The ewdence from archaeological investigations, from maps and from documentary
sources has allowed archaeologists to interpret the components which made up the
medieval town of Clifton upon TemeMedieval Clifton upon Teme consisted of nine
components: a mamal enclosure, the churchyard, the market place, the street

6 http://www.swdevelopmentplan.org/wp

content/uploads/2013/05/Landscap Character Assessment Nov2011.pdf

7 http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/downloads/download/84/environmental character areas

13
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system, and five tenement plotSlenement plots were identified aligned on the

main street, forming five separate urban components. Regular narrow plots can be
identified south and northwest dhe church on the 1845 Tithe Map and it is
probable that these form parts of the T3entury planned borough. The area to the
north and east of the churchyard forms a separate component which contains the
sites of recorded medieval buildings: the vicarageetory and rectory barn. The
eastern part of this component contains earthworks interpreted as part of the
settlement.

2.16 Today he Parish contains many historically important features including a number of
listed buildings, archaeological and othestorical assets. The centre of Clifton upon
Teme is a designated Conservation Area due to its history and architectural
character. The village has a distinctive character formed over time in response to its
landscape setting, history and ownership. Apgix 10 lists important features of
local heritaganterest identified by residents.

2.17 The Conservation Area was reviewed in 2009 and a new Conservation Area Appraisal
and Management Plan produced which has fed into the development oNIDR

Empbyment, Services and Transport

2.18 There are a range of local businesses providing employment in the Parish, including
aroundl13farms leather finishers, industrial chemical products, National Golf Club
Advisory Association, equestrian holidagscountants engineering, vets, building
and gardening services and publishiglist of local businesses, including farmss
included in Appendix Local Businessed.he 2011Census indicated that apart from
a higher proportiorof residents employeth agriculture, thaypes of industry that
most of the 339 local people aged between 16 and 74 years were employed in were
fairly similar to those in Malvern Hills and EnglarskeFigure lbelow.

Figurel Industry ¢ Percentage of local people aged /@ years in employment
(only most significanttypes of industry/ employment included)

Type of Industry Clifton upon Malvern Hills England
Teme

Agriculture, 5.9% 2.8% 0.8%

Forestry and

Fishing

Manufacturing 9.1% 10.8% 8.8%

Type of Industry | Clifton upon Malvern Hills England
Teme

Construction 8.6% 9.0% 7.7%

Wholesale and 14.2% 14.9% 15.9%

Retail Trade; Repa

8 Neighbourhood Statistics
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/

14
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2.19

2.20

2.21

Type of Industry | Clifton upon Malvern Hills England
Teme

of Motor Vehicles
and Motor Cycles
Professional, 6.5% 8.2% 6.7%
Scientific and
Technical Activities
Public 7.1% 5.5% 5.9%
Administration and
Defence;
Compulsory Social
Security
Education 13.6% 11.6% 9.9%
Human Health and| 10.6% 12.6% 12.4%
Social Work
Activities

TheP NAAK A& y2¢6 aSNIBSR o6& 2yS OKdzZNOK o{ d
Lion Inn and The New Inn), CliftdeL, )2 Y ¢ SYS t NAYI NBE aOK22ft |y
Centre. There is now only one shop serving the village with a part time post office

located within it.

There are limigd public transport connections with only a few ddilyses to
Worcesterand aonce a weelservice to and from Tenbury We(lgaving late

morning to Tenbury Wells and returning early afternaofiimingsand frequency

are such that they do not lend themselves to travel for employment or evening social
purposes leaving most resident®liant on private cars

Recreation and Leisure

The Rirish offers a wide range of leisure and recreation facilities including: a Village

Hall; Football Fitch and club; Tennis Courts and club; Bowling Green and club;

t I At A2y 6dzaSR o0& o2¢fasx F22G40lLft FyR GSy
Baden Powell Hund aypuy 3 LISNBR 2y Qa & pevidésaNID I LILISY RA |
comprehensive list. These havelaken established and maintained as a result of

voluntary effort by community members.

15
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3.0 Vision and Obijectives

Hope Wynd Cottage, Main Street

3.1  The community in Clifton upon TerRarish have developed a vision to guide the
development of this NDPThe vision states:

Vision

Clifton upon Teme is a beautiful rural place with a strong and vibra
community. We aim to maintain and improve the vibrancy of our
community, heritage, environmental characteristic, ecological
diversity and employment oppontnities by supporting appropriate
enhancements for local needs.

3.2 In order for a vision to be implemented and effective it must be broken down further
into key objectives, all seeking to achieve the fulfilment of its different aspects. The
NDP hagrrived at six objectives through consultation and engagement. NDP policies
must then be able to deliver at least one of these key objectiVeaneet the needs of
the Parish in the 21st Century, we aspire to the following objectives:

16
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Objectives

Objective 1
To maintain and enhance the built, historic and natural environment
for present and future generations.

NDPPolicies:

CL1 Protecting and Enhaing Local Landscape Character
CL2Protecting and Enhancing Biodiversity

CL3Green Infrastructure

CB1 Design Guidance for New Buildings and Extensions in the Clifton upon Te
Conservation Area

CB2General Building Design Principles for Development within the Developme
Boundary

CB3 Protecting Historic Farmsteads

CB4 Archaeology

CB5 Protecting LocakHtage Assets

Objective 2

To support the retention and development of local businesses and
services that contribute to the quality of life for residents and visitorg
of all ages, including support for suitable diversification and use of
new technology. This includes support for improved broadbahdnd
mobile phone serviceand sensitively sited and designegknewable
energy technologies

NDPPolicies

ET1 Supportingconomidsrowth and Protecting Existing Employm&wnerating
Uses

ET2 SupportingHomeworking

CR1 Protection of Local Community, Retail, Commercial Facilities and Service
Cl1 Communication Technologies

CI3Supporting Renewable and Low Carbon Energy Schemes and Technologie

Objective 3

To support some smakcaleschemegof 1-5 units)of housing and
business developments, over and above those already approved, th
meet local needs and are in keeping with the scale, demands and
population profile of a small rural parish.

9 Note also the second BT contract is addressinggBiehttp://www.superfastworcestershire.com/home

17
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3.3

3.4

NDPPolicies:
CH1 New Housing Development iift@h upon Teme village
/1 H | 2dzaAy3 5S@St2LIYSyd Ay (GKS t I NA

Objective 4

To encourage opportunities for parishioners across all the generatic
to find enjoyment and fulfilment through a range of educational,
sporting and leisure actities.

NDP Policies:

CR2Protection of Local Community, Retail, Commercial Facilities and Services
CR2Provision of Buildings for Community Use

CR3.ocal Green Spaces

Cl1 Communication Technologies

Objective 5

To ensure that the Parish is a welcomiagd accessiblsetting for
visitors by improving facilitiesuch as footpaths, bridleways, parking,
and thevillage information boardwithin the context of a safe and
secure rural environment.

NDP Policies:
CI2 Supporting Improvements in Signage Stréet Furniture
CR3.ocal Green Spaces

Objective 6
To foster partnership working between Parish organisations and
institutions for the mutual benefit of all.

NDP Policies:
All Policies
All Actions for the Parish Council

Each Policy Secti@isosets out whiclof the NDP bjectives the planning policies
are seeking to address.

Appendix 8 identifies variowsctions for the Parish Council, which will support the
planning policies in th&lDR

18
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4.0

40.1

40.2

403

404

Neighbourhood Development PlaRolicies

The policies in this section will be applied in the consideration of any planning
applications submitted within the designated NDP argéhese policies are

necessarilwide rangindh y G0 KSANJ 802LJS YR NBLINBaSyl

delivering sustainable development within thé&arish.

A NDP has the same legal status as the Local Plan once it hagdoeed at a
referendum and is Mde (brought into legal force) lifie local planning authority. At
this point it becomes part of the statutory development plan. Applications for
planning permission must be determined in accordance with the development plan,
unless material considerations indicate otherwise.

The pdicies focus their development on the village of Clifton upon Teme with a
strong focus on ensuring that new development preserves and enhances the
landscape setting and local design features. The community have also expressed a
keen desire to supporiscieet renewable energy as part of new development.
Policies are also included to guide new development in the wider Parish area; this is
likely to be limited, but may include for instance, development which impacts on
historic farmsteads and the landscapeacacter of the rural area.

The Parish Council will monitor the implementation of the NDP on a regular &asis
least every2 yearsand seek to review the NP no later than 2021.
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Map 2 Clifton upon Teme Neighbourhood Development Plan Proposals Map

Clifton upon Teme - Proposals Map

Key

‘., \ Housing Commitments |:] Development Boundary
Conservation area
Character zones

Local Green Spaces ¢ w & T

@Crown copyright and database rights [2015] Ordnance Survey 100055940
Clifton upon Teme Parish Council (Licensee) License number 100053239
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4.1 Landscape, Natural Heritage ar@éreen Infrasructure

Well Ground Church House Farm

Objective 1
To maintain and enhance the built, historic and natural environment for prese
and future generations.

Objective 6
To foster partnership working between Parish organisations and institutions fg
the mutual benefit of all.

4.1.1 Clifton upon Teme is set within an attractive rural landscape with significant wildlife
value and interest¢ KSNBE Aada KA3IK @l fdzS LI IFOSR 2y (KS
integral natural resource which requires protext, and where appropriate
enhancementCommentssubmitted duringthe Neighbourhood Plan Survey
relation to Q3dWhy you came to live hete A y Of dzZRSRY

small picturesque village with active community;

quiet, picturesque village;

peace, quiet, beautiful surroundings and lovely people;

lovely friendly village with open countryside and walks;

countryside, small local community, beautiful green area, unspoilt, fresh air,

traditional village;

to live in the countryside for walks,ews and green fields;

beauty of the village and the countryside;

fields with views across the Teme Valley.

= =4 =4 8

= =4 -4
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4.1.2 Answers tovr 0 TWhiah features should be designated for conservatinauded:
1 superb landscape views all around the village;
1 WellGroundridge and furrow (field between Old Vicarage and Church Farm);
1 views from Clifton Hill;
i field behind school and local ponds.

Significant Views
4.1.3 The illustrations below dscribeand justifythe 5 identified significant views, which

contribute towards the special character of tRarish and which should be
protected.
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Map 3 SignificantViews

Clifton upon Teme - Significant Views

North of village towards Clee Hill

1 Teme Valley;

2 Clifton Park (by Indhouse Coppice)

3 Scots pines overlooking Ham Bridge

4  Well Ground

5 Malvern Hills from play area

@Crown copyright and database rights [2015] Ordnance Survey 100055940

Clifton upon Teme Parish Council (Licensk&ense number 100053239
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View 1

Clifton upon Teme - Significant Views | Teme Valley; North of village towards Clee
Hill (from resevoir north of village)

=

A

Looking south towards Clifton upon Teme with the Malvern
Hills in the distance. The view emphasises the compact nature
of the village and the attractive surrounding farmland in open
countryside.

B

Looking north-east across the Teme valley towards Woodbury
Hill and Abberley clock tower. This view, overlooking the valley
below, shows the relatively unspoilt nature of the area.

C

Looking north along the B4204 towards Clee Hill, with
Shropshire in the distance.
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View 2

Clifton upon Teme - Significant Views | Clifton Park (by Indhouse Coppice)

Looking north up the Teme valley, with Woodbury Hill on the
right. Again, the unspoilt nature of countryside and almost
complete absence of buildings is evident.

B

Looking south-east towards Berrow Hill and the lower Teme
valley, also showing the undulating grassland that is
characteristic of the area.
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View 3

Clifton upon Teme - Significant Views | Scots pines overlooking Ham Bridge
(from Hamcastle Plantation)

A

Looking east across the Teme valley towards Woodbury Hill from the top of Hamcastle plantation. Extensive
woodland covers much of the west side of the valley to the north.

B

Looking south across the Teme valley above Ham Bridge. Berrow Hill in the distance. One of the finest views in
the area, it affords a 180 degree panorama of the Teme valley at this point.

7\ rﬂ-rarrlsﬂcld,a. D S R NS g__‘ TE
g ('3; 7""‘_ o P, Suies 2P
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View 4

Clifton upon Teme - Significant Views | Well Ground

Lookin%north-east from the B4204 towards the Teme valley below. The field, part of Church House Farm, is the
site of the original settlement, though only the ancient pond survives.

R ¥,
arrisfield g
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View 5

Clifton upon Teme - Significant Views | Malvern Hills from the play area

Looking south-east from the southern edge of the children's play area. The field in the fore:jground which runs
along the eastern edge of Pound Lane contains remnants of historic hedgerow and is used for sheep grazing.
The Malvern Hills are prominant in the distance.
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4.1.4 Within thedevelopmentboundary new development may provide opportunities to
strengthen and enhance green infrastructure and biodiversity corridors to the wider
countryside, and new development outside of ttievelopmentboundary of the
village should be designed sensitivelyptotect and enhance the landscape
character.

4.1.5 TheNDParea lies withirfour landscape character are@{Map 4):

Timbered Plateau Farmlands
Principal Wooded Hills
Riverside Meadows

Principal Timbered Farmlands

= =4 -4 A

Map 4 Landscape Character Areas

Timbered Plateau Farmlands

i\f

\Wooded Estatelands \

010@00 400 600 800 1,000 1,200 1,400 1,600 1.800 2,000

T worcestershire | Scale:

as'county council | 1:28.995
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County Hall,
Spetchley Road,
Worcester

WR5 2NP

© Crown copyright and database rights
2013 Ordnance Survey 100024230.

@Crown copyright and database rights [2015] Ordnance Survey 100055940
Clifton upon Teme Parish Council (Licensee) License number 100053239

10 http://wvww.swdevelopmentplan.org/wp
content/uploads/2013/05/Landscape Character Assessmiow2011.pdf
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4.16 The Timbered Plateau Farmlarate varied, mixed farming landscapes of hedged
fields, scattered farms, woods and wooded valleys associated with upstanding areas
of undulating relief. The key elements of the Timbered Plateau Farmlands are
topography and woodlandlree covers essentiajl of ancient semnatural
character, with oak as the dominant species. The pattern of woodland and
hedgerowshave greatvisual prominence. The woodland cover provides the major
structure to the landscape, the hedgerow pattern defining the scale. These are
landscapes containing woodlands of varying size, the dingles associated with the
valley streams being a particular characteristic. The settlement pattern is a variable
one of dispersed farms and hamlets with occasional villages or wayside cottages. The
land use tends to be a patchwork of mixed farming with pasture often dominating
the areas where topography limits intensive cultivation.

4.1.7 The Principal Wooded Hills are upstanding, wooded landscapes with a sloping, in
places steeply undulating topographoften on the edge of higher ground. These are
landscapes of large, irregularly shaped ancient woodlands and wooded streamlines,
typically forming an interlocking pattern with surrounding hedged fields. In these
landscapes the nature and steepness opsltas inhibited clearance for agricultural
use in the past. Consequently, they have retained a significant proportion of ancient
seminatural woodland. Woodland cover usually occurs in extensive interlocking
belts and is the dominant land use. Where clece has taken place in the past, the
presence of strong hedge lines wilgood representation of hedgerow tree cover
contributes to the visual integration of the landscape. Hedgerow trees and wooded
streamsides are a vital component in achieving visitagration between the areas
of historic clearance and the denser woodlafitiere are ancient yew trees in
2SeYlyQa 222R yR (KS OKdzZNOKe |l NR®

4.1.8 Exposure of the local geological substrates (sandstones and mudstones with local
limestones of the Old Reflandstone) can be found in the dingles that drain the
upland on which Clifton is based. These streams lie within the Principal Wooded
Hills landscape character areas. The unusual charm of the dingles lies both in their
wooded nature and in the presencé @ series of minor rapids and waterfalls over
harder geological units. These dingles are crossed or paralleled by numerous public
rights of way from the Clifton area.

4.1.9 Riverside Meadows are linear riverine landscapes associated with a flat, ggnerall
well-defined alluvial floodplain, in places framed by steeply rising ground. These are
secluded pastoral landscapes, characterised by meanderinglitree rivers, flanked
by alluvial meadows which are defined by hedge and ditch boundaries. Settlesnent i
typically absent throughout these landscapes, the presence of extensive areas of
waterside meadows, used for seasonal grazing, has in the past provided a strong
sense of visual and ecological unity. These are landscapes that accommodated a
degree of annal flooding, a factor which was reflected in the patterns of land use,
the lack of settlement and development (except for the occasional water mill), and
the representation of species and habitats tolerant of such waterlogged conditions.
Tree cover is a riable element of Riverside Meadows, usually in a linear pattern
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along the hedge and ditch lines and along the banks of watercourses. Typical species
are alder and willow, the latter often pollarded.

4.1.10 The Principal Timbered Farmlarat® rolling low&nd landscapes with occasional
steep sided hills and low escarpments. They have a small scale, wooded, agricultural
appearance characterised by filtered views through densely scattered hedgerow
trees. These are complex, in places intimate, landscapeeegiiarly shaped
woodlands, winding lanes and frequent wayside dwellings and farmsteads. The
Principal Timbered Farmlands are characterised by a mosaic of agricultural land
cleared directly from woodland, on a piecemeal basis, together with land enclosed
from former localised areas of open fields, resulting in their dispersed pattern of
farmsteads and wayside cottages and lack of strong settlement nuclei.

4.1.11 At Regulation 14 consultation stage, Worcestershire County Council submitted
comments refering to the Waste Core StrateggExcavation activities, a normal part
of the construction process, can result in considerable arisings of subsoils. In some
cases, this type of waste can usefully b&ised for purposes such as landscaping,
levelling of siteshe construction of bunds, embankments or features for noise
attenuation However, to prevent inappropriate development, these kinds of
proposals will be considered against Policy WCS 5: Landfill and disposal.

Policy CL1 Protecting and Enhancing La@aldscape Character

Significant Views

Development proposals should respect the idefied Significant Vewson Map 3
which are locally valued and which make an important contribution to the
YSAIKO2dz2NK22R | NBIFQa fFyRaOl LIS OKI
Where adevelopment prgosal impacts on an identifie@ignificant Viewa
Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment or similar study should be carried

to ensure that the landscape is not compromised.

Landscape Design

The following landscape design guidelinebould be incorporatednto schemes
where appropriate:

1. In developments within Landscape Character AfBanberedPlateau
Farmlands landscaping schemes must demonstrdtew they respond
positively to opportunities consistent with the scale of the developme
to:

A. Conserve ay ancient woodlandon the site andrestock with
locally occurring native stocwhere appropriate

B. Supportthe coalescence of fragmented remnants of ancient
woodlandthrough new woodland planting, favouring native
broadleaves with oak as the major species.

C. Infill anygaps in tree cover along watercourses and dingles.
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2.

Waste

In developments which propose the rase of waste such as subsoils arising frg
the development process on site, schemes will bepexted to conform with
policies in the Waste Core Strategy and Environment Agency Advice.

D. Conserve hedgerow oaks and restore the pattern of hedgerows

In developments within Landscape Character Afeéancipal Wooded
Hills, landscaping schemes must demonstrate how they respond
positively to opportunities consistent with the scale of the development
to:
A. Conserve andif necessaryestore the aneent broadleaved
character of anywoodlandson the site
B. Strengthen the wooded character of heddmes and streamlines
on the sitethrough replanting or natural regenerationtaking
account of the identified Significant Views

In developments within Landscape Character Area Riverside Meadows
landscaping sches must demonstrate how they respond positively to
opportunities consistent with the scale of the development to
A. Conserve existing areas of permanent pastwe the site
B. Conserve and enhance continuous tree cover along heliiges,
ditches andwatercourseson the site
C. Conservesxisting wetland habitatswhere possibleprovide
further wetland habitat, and explore opportunities to return to
patterns and processes of natural flooding cycles.

In developments within Landscape Character Area PpatiTimbered
FarmlandsJandscaping schemes must demonstrate how they respond
positively to opportunities consistent with the scale of the development
to:
A. Maintain and enhance hedgerows where appropriate.
B. Conserve ancient woodland sites and plant nevoodland with
locally occurring native species.
C. Conserve and restore tree cover along water courses and
streamlines.
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Biodiversity

4.1.12 Maps5a, 5, 5¢ and6a and6b show areas of thed?ish which are significant for
wildlifelr. The wildlife maps show fairly clearly the two strong habitat corridors
running from northto-south and which roughly straddle the eastern and western
borders of theParish. This mirrors the value shown in thesignated_ocalwildlife
Sites Map (Map 5aput demonstrates that nature is not contained by the borders of
any given site and indicates how wildlife can disperse across the landscape (in
response to climate change/developmental pressure etc), so in many ways, the
habitat network maps are more uigd than the designated sites map alone. The
River Teme is a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). This means that it is
recognised to be nationally important and is a legally protected site. There are
several Local Wildlife Sites (LWS). Theseaotected under planning legislation
and planning policy at National Planning Policy Framework (para 117) and locally in
SWDP Policy 22D (Biodiversity and Geodiversity). They are also protected from
destruction by Environmental Impact Assessment regorheti

11 Note - Data should be considered only as a 'snapshot’ in time and while reasonable effort has been made to
ensure all the data in these plans are accurate, Worcestershire County Council can accept no liability for its use
or interpretation. Datasets should ideally be refreshed every 18 months or so to ensure that they remain
indicative of our best understanding of the state of the local landscape.
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Map 5a2016 Map of Designated Local Wildlife Sites
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@Crown copyright and database rights [2015] Ordnance Survey 100055940
Clifton upon Teme Parish Council (Licensee) License number 100053239
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Map 5b Broadleaved Woodland Networks
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Map 5c¢ Clifton Ancient Woodland
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Map 6a BAP? Network Map
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12 Seehttp://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/info/20252/environmental policy/1155/biodiversity _action_plan
Worcestershire Biodiversity Action Plan (BASjesseklow the limited resources available can best be used to
protect and enhanceemaining species and habitat§here are 47 Action Plans within the Worcestershire
Local BAP: 19 habitats, 25 species and three generic action plans covering the overarching themes of
'‘Biologcal recording and information'Biodiversity education, awareneand involvement', and 'Policy, grants
and legislation'.Each plan gives an overview of the current status of the habitat or species within the county,
identifies particular threats to it and current areas of work or activity being undertaken by partner
organisations. The plan then presents targets for maintenance, restoration, expansion or creation (as
appropriate) for the conservation of that habitat or species, followed by a list of actions that the Biodiversity
Partnership should take to achieve thesggets.
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Map 6b Local Wildlife Sites
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4.1.13 The Local Wildlife sites are:

1 River Teme
Most of the River Teme has bedasignated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest
and full details of the value of the river can be found in the SSSI designation.
However, there are a small number of bankside features that were included on the
original Local Wildlife Site schedule whfall outside the SSSI boundary. These
contribute to the value of the corridor as a whole and although they are not of
national importance are still worthy of inclusion. As a reghk Local Wildlife Site
boundary has been maintained and will contineele shown on GIS only.

1 Woodland along the Sapey Brook
A large site focussed around the Sapey Brook and its tributaresuding
woodland (The Warren, Limekiln Covert, Mill Rough, The Grove, Willy Hill, Thrift,
Steps, Limekiln and Poswick Coppices)gmadsland along the brook. Only the
central part of the site is in Worcestershire, approximately one third of the site.
Some of the larger blocks of woodland in the site are Ancient-Sktiral
Woodland or replanted ancient woodland.
The site has beenifdy well recorded over the past 40 years, giving records of locally
rare species such as dormouse, alternbtaved goldersaxifrage, hybrid buckler
fern (Dryopteris x complexa), lousewort, green figwort and wood vetch. Other
notable woodland species remted are nettleleaved bellflower, thirspiked wood
sedge, scaly male fern (Dryopteris affinis ssp. affinis), bleaed helleborine,
intermediate and common polypody, soft and hard shitdch and goldilocks
buttercup.

1 The Whitbourne Brook
TheWhitbourne Brook is a small and fast flowing stream running over a typically
stony substrate. It shows a good range of natural features such as pool and riffle
sequences, debris dams and silt bars and does not appear to have been modified.
For much of itdength the corridor is tree lined and in places there are diverse fern
communities, particularly on the steeper more clife sections. Elsewhere bankside
erosion is so active that there is little marginal vegetation of any kind.
With the inclusion of tk tree cover the brook forms an extremely valuable wildlife
corridor.
There are past records of dipper using the brook and it is likely to be used by otters,
though these have not been surveyed for recently.

1 Teme Valley West Woods
The site lies on the wébank of the Teme over a series of hills with a varied
topography including sharp, incised valleys, plateaux and brooks with tufa
formations. These woods have undergone a long history of woodland management
including traditional management for coppice Wistandards and, largely within the
last eighty years, plantations (including a variety of coniferous species as well as
deciduous treeg sycamore and poplars). About half of the site is ancient woodland,
though much of this has been-manted. The sitalso includes some small areas of
grassland associated with the woods.
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Habitat/VVegetation Description:

The site holds some excellent examples of dingle woodland characteristic of the
Teme Valley part of the Malvern Hills Distigatharacteristic yet becoimg

increasingly rare. The basieh soils favour the W8 Fraxinus excelsiaer
campestreMercurialis perennis woodland with various sabmmunities according

to topography and scilvater characteristics. On the higher plateaux, where soil
basestatus idower due to leaching of minerals by water draining through the soil,
the W10 Quercus robdPteridium aquilinuraRubus fruticosus woodland takes over,
with species such as creeping sgfass and bluebell. W7 Fraxinus excelgimus
glutinosaLysimachia nmorum woodland occurs on wet flushes on the valley sides
with oppositeleaved goldersaxifrage prominent and other species of wet soils such
as meadowsweet and redcurrant also occurring. Plantations and areas of sycamore
invasion hold a poor fielthyer. Coppiced small and lardeaved lime mark many
boundaries throughout the woods.

1 Marlpits Coppice
Situated the top of a ridge of hills above the west side of the River Teme just over a
kilometre southeast of Clifton upoieme. Two dingle valleys run rolgimorth-east
to south-west through the wood. These are both fairly incised, tumbling through
riffles and over a number of small tufa waterfalls (maximum about 1.5 metres). An
old largeleaved lime lies on the banks of the brook. The wood is a W8 Fraxinus
excelsiorAcer campestréMercurialis perennis woodland; the canopy is dominated
by hybrid oak and ash but with a variety of other species including wild cherry, wych
elm and holly; the nomative cherrylaurel is scattered, particularly towards the
north-east of the wood. The fielthyer supports species typical of Wi®odland
4dzOK | a YIfS FSNYysz R23IQa YSNDdNE FyR ¢22R
the W8e Geraniumobertianum subcommunity with species such as woodruff,
wood sorrel, soft shieldetn and oppositdeaved goldersaxifrage.Hazel coppicing
has occurred in the past but clearly many years ago with some large specimens that
cannot have beegoppiced for a number of decades. There are big old trees in the
wood ¢ the largeleaved lime andboth oak and ash, buto veteran trees. Fallen
dead woodis mostly birch, cherry and wych elm (no mature wych elm trees were
seen during the survey)The canopy is thinner towards the norttest of the wood.

4.1.14 Worcestershire Grassland Inventory (WGI) sigee Map 6) are aWorcestershire
designation that must be considered by Local Planning Authorities. Furthermore,
Local Planning Authorities are required to consider and usually to protect ALL
Habitats of Pncipal Importance under the Natural Environment and Rural
Communities Act 2006: developers are required to undertake ecological surveys.
Pondsalsoshould be protected, or restored, due to thaiignificant impact on
wildlife; whether as a habitat in whitto live,a source of food, or a source of
drinking water.
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Policy CL2 Protecting and Enhancing Biodiversity

Development proposals that impact on local wildlife and habitats identified on
Maps 5a, 5b and 5c and 6a and 6b should demonstrate hmediversity will be
protected and enhanced

Green Infrastructurg(Gl)

4.1.15 Multi-functional green infrastructure is important to underpin the overall
sustainability of a development by performing a range of functions including flood
riskmanagement, the provision of accessible green space, climate change
adaptation and supporting biodiversity. An example of a green infrastructure
provision is sustainable drainage systef8aDS)These can deliver benefits for
people and for wildlife and ni@ a valuable contribution to the local green
infrastructure network. Actions such asmaturalising watercourses can also bring
multifunctional benefits, including benefiting flood attenuation. Woodland planting
can also help mitigate floodin@evelopmat proposals may present opportunities
to incorporate features such as roosting opportunities for bats, the installation of
bird nest boxes or the use of native species in the landscape planting.

4.1.16 The Worcestershire County Council Environmental &ttar Area$® providesprofile
documents that detail the mineral and environmental context in the Environmental
Character AreafECAs)vhich form the basis for the Worcestershire Green
Infrastructure(Gl)Framework. Cliftonupon Teme lies withirthe TemeValley and
Wyre ForesECAand this isshown on Map/. The strategiGreen Infrastructure
approach is to protect and enhance. The overarching principles identified by the Gl
partnership are to:

{ enhance stream and river corridors;

1 protect ancientcountryside character;

1 protect and enhance the ancient woodland habitats of the Wyre Forest; and
fto enhance and expand acid grassland habitats.

13 http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/downloads/download/84/environmental character areas
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Map 7 Teme Valley and Wyre Forest ECA
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4.1.17 The landscape and biodiversity priorities identified for the Teme Valley and Wyre
Forest ECAslargelyconcerned with enhancing tree cover, protecting hedgerows
and wetlands and supporting 1aturalisation of water courses. These are
addressed in PolicgLlabove.

4.1.18 Thedblue infrastructuré priorities identified for the Teme Vay and Wyre Forest
ECA includeatensure that the ruroff from all proposed development is minimised.
For example, S must be encouraged and targeted within planning approvals.

Policy CB Green Infrastructure

Where appropriate, new development should ensure the protection and
enhancement of the existing green infrastructure assets ahe creation of
multifunctional green infrastructure networks as part of master planning,
landscaping and building design. Thesetworks should contribute to ecological
enhancements, flood risk and water quality management, landscape and hist
character of Clifton upon Teme. The proposal should demonstrate how these
networks will be achieved and maintained in perpetuity

Proposals should includgfor example,enhancements such as sustainable
drainage system$uDS9, re-naturalising watercoursesindincorporating ponds,
woodland planting, roosting opportunities for bats, the installation of bird nest
boxes and the use afative species in the landscape planting.

Priority habitats such as ancient woodlands, acid grasslands and wetlands an
other environmental assets in the areshould beprotected to preserve the
existing ecesystem network.

Where possible, SuDS should peovided as part of all new development
schemes, regardless of sizét surface level SuDS provide the most opportunit
for multiple benefits and should be considered before below ground SuDS.
Schemes should ensure appropriate maintenance of SuDS fotitbéme of the
development.

The above planning policies have been prepared to be in general conformity with the
following local strategic planning policies:

South Worcestershire Developemt Plan(SWDPR016

Policy SWDP 1: Overarching SustainBl@deelopment Principles
Policy SWDP 5: Green Infrastructure

Policy SWDP 22: Biodiversity and Geodiversity

Policy SWDP 25: Landscape Character

Policy SWDP 29: Sustainable Drainage Systems.
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4.2 Built Heritage and Design

T & T
T L L

Village Hall, Hope Lane

Objective 1
To maintain and enhance the built, historic and natural environment for prese
and future generations.

Objective 6
To foster partnership working between Parish organisations and institutions fg
the mutual benefit of all.

4.21 The Parislof Clifton upon Teme has a number of built heritage assets. There are 48
statutory Listed Buildings in Clifton updiemeé*including the Grade#IListed
Woodmanton Farmhouse and Church of St Kenelm. There ar@ Slsoeduled
Monuments in Clifton upoifeme. The complete list govided in Appendi4. The
village also has ao@servationArea and a number of other built heritage assets of
local importancancludingthe Roman fortlet at Camp House, Sapey Common; the
Royal Observer Corps nucleaonitoring bunker by B4A24 opposite Salford Court
and Iron Age/Roman enclosure in field opposite Upper House, Pound Laoal
people want to see the historic environment protected and enhanced through high
guality new buildings The village is as olddhe past millennium. While the main
street through the village retains much of the htithbered architectural style that
existed in the 18 and 19" centuries, a short stroll along any of the network of
footpaths that surrounds it reveals a wealthafen countryside rich in ecology and
F NOKI S2f238d ¢KS ALIANB 2F {4 YSyStyQa

14 https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/thdist/results
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landscape drops down to the River Teme beldere has probably been a church
building in Clifton upon Teme for over 1,000 years. Accoritggend, the murder

of Kenelm, boy Prince of Mercia, took place in 819AD and it would have been
unlikely that a dedication to Kenelm would have been made without a Christian
building. The present building was commeneedund 1200 and the Woodmanton
Chapel added in 1350, so what exists today has stood for almost 800 years. The spire
was rebuilt in the 1% century after being blown down, only to be struck by lightning

in June 18840Id photographs reveal how little the centre of the village has changed
in the last 100 years.

Main Sreet, c1915
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Cliftonupon Teme Conservation Area
Map 8 Conservation Area
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