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Biodiversity Enhancements for Swan Pool, Priory Park 
FEBRUARY – APRIL 2022
Works are being carried out on the Swan Pool as part of Malvern Hills District Council’s Five Year Plan to make comprehensive improvements to Priory Park. 

The works will aim to restore clean and natural wetland habitats, as well as enhance the value of the pond for pollinating insects, aquatic invertebrates, waterfowl, and other wetland species.

What are we doing?
· We plan to drain the pond and remove the diseased fish.
· Remove the silt and install gabion baskets (wire mesh cubes filled with stone) around the pond edge to create beds for plants. Some of the gabion baskets will protrude from the water, this will protect the young plants whilst they grow. In a couple of years, the plants will grow through the mesh and disguise the edge of the baskets. 
· Create log habitat piles for insects and amphibians to shelter and hibernate. 
· Create perches for kingfisher to hunt from.
· Prune some of the trees to bring more light into the pond and reduce the accumulation of leaf litter in the water. 
· Decorate the bridge steelwork and repair and repoint the pond’s stone walls.
Why do we need to do the work?
· Swan Pool isn’t suitable for wetland wildlife like frogs, newts and aquatic insects because of the lack of habitat and large fish and waterfowl populations. 
· The water quality is very poor – it’s polluted and contains very little oxygen. The thick layer of silt at the bottom of the pond is releasing gases like methane and carbon dioxide.  
· The fish that live in the pond have very little shelter or food and are stressed and diseased as a result.
· The east bank of the pond is formed by a vertical stone wall and has no vegetation. A lack of vegetation means there is no habitat for pollinating insects and wetland.
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